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INTRODUCTION 


N the  following  pages  are  to  be  found  ad- 
dresses which  I have  delivered  from  pulpit 
and  platform  through  many  states.  Many  requests 
have  come  to  me  for  these  messages  in  a printed 
form,  and  this  volume  is  an  answer  to  requests. 
While  much  material  included  here  has  not  been 
used  in  my  public  addresses,  yet  I have  tried  to 
carry  into  this  published  series  much  of  the  style 
and  direct  appeal  of  my  platform  utterances. 
Multitudes  in  the  church,  we  fear,  are  seeking  to 
bear  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  and  this  while  ignor- 
ing the  personality  and  power  of  the  Spirit.  Only 
as  we  come  to  know  HIM  and  abandon  ourselves 
to  HIS  direction  and  control,  will  we  be  privi- 
leged to  bear  HIS  fruit.  To  glorify  Christ  we  must 
be  made  into  something  of  the  likeness  and  image 
of  Christ,  and  toward  this  high  goal  the  Spirit 
works  in  imparting,  ‘‘Love,  Joy,  Peace,  Longsuf- 
fering.  Gentleness,  Goodness,  Faith,  Meekness  and 
Temperance.”  I send  forth  this  little  volume 
praying  that  as  these  pages  are  turned,  and  these 
exhortations  are  read,  there  may  come  into  the 
^ lives  of  those  who  read  a desire  for  HIM  and  HIS 
":v  Power  and  HIS  FRUIT.  To  all  to  whom  these 
messages  come,  GREETINGS. 

Yours  in  His  Service, 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 


TALK  NUMBER  ONE 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long^ 
sufferings  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness, 
and  temperance Gal.  5:22,  23, 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  Love,^’ 

ID  you  ever  hear  the  story  of  the  sea  and 
the  cloud? 

One  beautiful  summer  day  the  sea  gazed  up  in- 
to the  sky  and  was  attracted  by  a great  snow- 
white,  fleecy  cloud  that  was  floating  lazily  through 
the  air. 

How  wonderful  it  would  be,  thought  the  sea, 
if  I could  rise  to  that — if  I could  only  be  trans- 
posed into  a cloud  to  float  peacefully  through 
space. 

Stretched  around  and  about  as  far  as  the  sea 
could  see  were  the  heavens’  fenceless  depths,  and 
up  there  and  out  there  all  seemed  unspeakably 
quiet  and  restful  and  vast! 

At  last  the  desperate  resolve  came.  I will  quit 
the  life  of  the  sea,  with  its  ebbs  and  flows,  with 
its  eternal  turmoil  and  upheaval,  and  I will  rise 
to  the  privileges  and  the  liberties  and  the  glories 
of  the  clouds. 

And  then  came  the  frantic  struggle,  and  what 
a struggle  it  was! 
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The  sea  roared  and  foamed  and  heaved  and 
tossed  and  clutched  out  pathetically  toward  the 
sky,  but  in  vain. 

At  last,  desperate,  it  beat  itself  against  the 
sands  and  rocks  and  managed  to  leap  far  up  into 
the  air,  but  only  to  sink  back,  moaning,  to  the 
restless  level  from  which  it  sprang. 

The  great  friendly  sun  had  looked  down  upon 
this  hopeless  struggle  and  its  big  kindly  heart 
was  touched  with  pity. 

“Friend  sea,”  said  the  sun  with  its  wholesome, 
healthful  smile,  “you  cannot  by  any  effort  of  your 
own,  transform  yourself  into  a cloud.  Clouds  are 
not  made  by  any  effort  which  you  may  make. 
What  you  cannot  do  for  yourself,  however,  I can 
do  for  you,  and  if  you  will  just  lie  still  and  look 
at  me  I will  see  what  I can  do.” 

So  the  sea  quieted  down  and  ceased  entirely  its 
unavailing  efforts  to  become  a cloud. 

Hour  after  hour  it  lay,  gazing  up  into  the  great 
shining  face  of  the  sun,  and  out  of  the  restless 
depths  of  the  sea  there  were  drawn  the  materials 
out  of  which  a great,  foamy,  snow-white  cloud 
was  made. 

Out  through  God’s  fathomless  space  another 
summer  cloud  floated! 

The  Christian  has  hours  like  that. 

Like  the  restless,  foaming,  moaning  sea,  old 
humanity  is  carried  about  by  its  ebbs  and  flows^ 
its  turmoils  and  upheavals,  until  the  overmaster- 
ing passion  of  the  life  is  a passion  just  to  rest. 

How  tired  we  do  become — ^how  very,  very  tired ! 

Looking  up  into  the  matchless  face  of  Christ, 
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we  see  written  there,  love,  and  joy,  and  peace, 
and  long-suffering,  and  gentleness,  and  goodness, 
and  faith,  and  meekness,  and  temperance,  and  our 
hearts  reach  out  toward  those  calm  and  far  away 
heights. 

We  want  peace,  and  Christ  has  peace. 

We  want  joy,  and  Christ  has  joy. 

We  want  love,  and  Christ  has  love. 

Then  the  desperate  resolve  comes,  will  arise 
to  that,”  and  a struggle  begins — a struggle  that 
is  pitiable  enough,  and  tragic  enough,  and  frantic 
enough  to  arouse  the  deepest  sympathy  of  the  an- 
gels. 

We  look  and  long  and  struggle  and  toss  and 
reach  out  and  pray  out  and  cry  out,  and  when  our 
efforts  are  ended — worn  out  by  the  violence  of 
our  attempts  to  rise — we  find  that  we  are  just 
where  we  were  when  the  struggle  began. 

We  are  away,  away  down  here  and  the  ideal 
is  away,  away  out  yonder! 

Then  we  learn  the  lesson  of  the  sea. 

What  we  cannot  become  through  efforts  of  our 
own  the  Holy  Spirit  can  make  us. 

We  cannot  live  the  life  of  the  Spirit  without  the 
Spirit. 

The  Holy  Spirit  draws  men  and  women  up  and 
into  the  stature  of  Christ. 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT— LOVE 

‘TAe  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,'^  Gal.  5:  22. 

Different  men  at  different  times  have  tried  to 
conquer  the  world  by  force. 

They  have  come  with  their  thoroughly  organ- 
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ized  armies  and  with  every  conceivable  engine 
for  the  destruction  of  human  life. 

Armies  have  been  slain,  countries  have  been 
overrun,  kingdoms  have  been  subdued,  and 
around  the  world  there  have  flowed  rivers  of  pain 
and  rivers  of  blood. 

These  men  have  built  their  thrones  up,  up,  up, 
and  as  these  thrones  appeared  in  the  world,  they 
appeared  amidst  the  moans  and  groans  and  bones 
of  the  multitudes  slain! 

At  times  it  has  seemed  that  some  of  these  men, 
intoxicated  by  human  blood,  were  actually  go- 
ing to  conquer  and  dominate  the  whole  world, 
but  just  as  they  were  reaching  out  their  hands 
for  the  scepter  of  a world  dominion,  the  crash 
came. 

They  sought  to  conquer  the  world  by  force,  and 
they  became  the  unhappy  victims  of  the  same 
agencies  which  they  had  so  fully  used,  and  these 
men  who  conquered  and  slew  by  force,  were  them- 
selves conquered  and  slain  by  force. 

When  Jesus  Christ  wanted  to  conquer  this 
world.  He  looked  down  upon  the  world  in  love. 

It  was  love  that  made  Jesus  Christ  willing  to 
lay  aside  the  glories  and  the  honors  and  the  un- 
paralleled beauties  of  the  Father’s  throne  to  enter 
this  world  as  a homeless  outcast  and  wanderer. 

It  was  love  that  made  Jesus  Christ  willing  to 
be  born  of  woman — willing  to  be  cradled  in  a 
manger,  and  counted  amongst  the  poorest  of  the 
poor,  and  willing  to  be  the  most  lowly  of  the  low- 
ly! 

It  was  love  that  made  Jesus  Christ  willing  to 
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journey  all  the  weary  and  cruel  way  to  Golgotha’s 
hill,  leaving  blood  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 
and  blood  in  the  judgment  hall,  and  blood  in  the 
streets ! 

It  was  love  that  made  Jesus  Christ  willing  to 
die  the  death  of  a criminal  with  only  the  associa- 
tion of  thieves  in  His  death. 

But  as  a result  of  that  love — ^that  love  which 
culminated  at  the  cross  with  the  cry,  ‘‘Father, 
forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do,”  there 
are  millions  around  the  world  today  who  would 
die  the  most  fearful  death  before  they  would 
deny  their  love  and  loyalty  for  that  regal,  con- 
quering Christ! 

Before  a magnificent  picture  of  our  Lord  stood 
a little  group  of  travelers,  gathered  in  the  art  gal- 
lery of  a great  city  and  gathered  from  many  lands. 

These  people  were  strangers  to  each  other,  and 
they  stood  there  in  absolute  quiet — the  stillness 
as  of  death. 

As  these  men  and  women  stood  there  looking 
into  that  beautiful,  matchless  face,  a fine  looking 
gentleman,  eyes  filled  with  tears,  exclaimed, 
“Bless  Him!  I love  Him!” 

The  flood  broke,  and  as  another  man  turned 
with  tear  filled  eyes,  to  grip  the  h^nd  of  the  first, 
he  said,  “God  bless  you,  brother,  so  do  I love 
Him,”  and  these  men  and  women,  strangers  to 
each  other  and  gathered  from  many  lands,  found 
there  before  a picture  of  the  Christ  a tie  that 
made  them  one,  and  that  tie  was  the  tie  of  love. 

The  love  of  Christ,  shown  on  Calvary,  nine- 
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teen  hundred  years  ago,  will  some  of  these  days 
bow  the  head  of  the  world,  and  bend  the  knee  of 
the  world,  and  break  the  heart  of  the  world! 

Mount  Everett  is  the  highest  mountain  in  the 
world,  with  its  29,000  feet — or  reaching  into  the 
sky  five  and  one-half  miles. 

The  greatest  measured  depth  of  the  ocean  is 
about  31,000  feet. 

The  height  of  Christ’s  love  and  the  depth  of 
Christ’s  love  have  never  been  measured,  and  never 
will. 

The  love  of  Christ  surpasseth  knowledge! 

Christian  men  and  women  will  win  or  fail,  just 
in  proportion  to  the  fullness,  or  meagerness,  with 
which  they  open  their  hearts  to  that  Christ  love. 

Christ  is  the  invincible  Christ,  just  because  Christ 
is  the  Christ  of  love,  and  the  man  or  woman  who 
goes  out  to  Christian  work  with  a heart  flooded 
and  dominated  by  that  same  love  will  likewise  be- 
come invincible. 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT* 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love/’ 

There  was  a time  when  I reached  out  after  faith 
believing  that  faith  was  the  most  vital  and  most 
necessary  and  most  pdtent  thing  in  the  world. 

Then  there  came  a day  when  I was  fortunate 
enough  to  lay  my  hand  on  Henry  Drummond’s 
little  book,  “Love,  The  Greatest  Thing  in  the 
World,”  and  the  realization  came  to  me  that  not 
only  was  love  the  foundation  stone,  but  love  was 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Christian  life. 

The  life  that  loved  was  the  irresistible  life,  and 
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without  love  one  could  not  possess  faith. 

What  a tremendously  potent  factor  love  is! 

Thought  conquers  steam  and  electricity  and 
even  gravity,  but  love  conquers  thought! 

What  indefatigable  service  love  will  render,  and 
wh(at  incalculable  sacrifices  love  will  make,  and 
what  absolute  and  utter  effadiement  love  will 
evoke ! 

No  matter  how  insignificant  the  sacrifices 
Jesus  asked  His  disciples  to  make,  those  sacri- 
fices seemed  like  momentous  sacrifices  to  those 
sincere,  devoted  men. 

On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  there  came  a startling 
and  far-reaching  revolution! 

These  men  and  women,  actuated  by  a force  they 
had  never  known  before,  sold  their  all,  and, 
whether  they  had  little  or  much,  their  gifts  of 
gold  were  placed  upon  God’s  altars,  and  upon  the 
offering  of  silver  and  gold  came  the  offering  of 
body,  mind,  and  spirit. 

The  consecration  of  that  day  was  unconditional 
and  eternal,  and  the  surrender  was  made  with  en- 
thusiastic, overflowing  joy! 

What  was  the  secret  of  that  day’s  dedication 
and  consecration? 

The  love  of  God  had  been  shed  abroad  in  their 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

That  compelling,  and  propelling  and  impelling 
iove  that  becomes  the  avalanche  in  its  sweep  and 
power. 

How  often  Christian  men  and  women  have 
searched  their  own  hearts,  as  they  stood  bewild- 
,ered  and  confused  and  confounded  in  the  pres- 
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ence  of  the  love  of  Christ,  and  the  contrast  be- 
tween Christ’s  love  for  them  and  their  love  for 
Christ  was  so  evident  and  so  painful  that  their 
hearts  were  almost  crushed  with  sorrow  and  re- 
morse. 

“What  can  I do?  Oh,  what  can  I do  to  make 
myself  love  Christ  more?” 

This  has  been  the  frantic  cry  of  multitudes,  and 
following  this  frantic  cry,  there  has  come  the 
frantic  effort  to  make  the  heart  glow  and  rebound 
with  love. 

Only  those  who  have  tried  can  know  just  how 
complete  every  such  an  effort  is — complete 
in  disappointment,  and  complete  in  failure! 

And  then,  some  day,  thank  God,  the  truth 
dawns  upon  our  hearts  that  it  is  not  by  any 
effort  that  we  can  make,  that  love  is  not  a some- 
thing that  can  be  worked  up,  or  forced,  but  that 
“the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,”  and  that  what  we  cannot 
become  by  (any  effort  of  our  own.  He — the  Holy 
Spirit — can  make  us. 

Just  as  the  restless  sea  looking  to  the  sun  is 
transformed  into  the  beautiful  summer  cloud 
that  floats  peacefully  through  space,  so  these 
restless,  unresponsive,  indifferent  hearts  of  ours 
can  be  drawn,  warmed,  filled,  and  thrilled  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

We  will  never  love  God  as  we  should  until 
the  Holy  Spirit  puts  the  love  of  God  in  otir 
hearts. 

We  will  never  love  the  blood-bought  and  the 
blood-washed  church  of  Christ  as  we  should. 
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until  the  Holy  Spirit  floods  our  hearts  with  love 
of  the  church. 

We  will  never  love  men  and  women — saints 
and  sinners — as  we  should,  until  the  Holy  Spirit 
inculcates  into  heart  and  mind  those  ideals  and 
passions  which  make  us  realize  that  all  the 
world’s  akin. 

Love  will  solve  every  problem  of  the  church, 
financial,  moral  and  spiritual. 

Love  will  surmount,  or  break  down,  every 
hindering  cause. 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

‘‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,^’ 

We  often  sing,  “All  the  world  is  sighing  for 
a little  bit  of  love.” 

A^ain  we  sing,  “All  the  world  is  dying  for  a 
little  bit  of  love.” 

When  we  sing  this  song,  whether  we  realize  its 
significance  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  we  are 
singing  a mighty  truth. 

Love  is  the  need  of  the  church,  and  love  is  the 
greatest  lack  of  the  church. 

Christ  shook  the  world  because  Christ  loved. 

The  disciples  started  in  motion  influences  that 
belt  the  globe,  and  all  because  they  loved. 

“How  can  I reach  the  wanderer,  my  heart  is 
heard  to  ask,”  thus  we  sing,  and  the  answer 
is  an  easy  one,  “Love  him!” 

There  is  no  will  so  stubborn  that  love  cannot 
bend  it,  and  no  mind  so  darkened  by  sin  that 
love  cannot  flash  into  that  darkness  its  ray  of 
light,  and  no  heart  so  hard  that  love  cannot  break 
that  heart! 
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When  the  sermon  fails,  love  will  win! 

When  the  exhortation  fails,  love  will  win! 

When  the  prayer  fails,  love  will  win! 

When  the  song  fails,  love  will  win! 

When  the  sermon,  and  the  exhortation,  and 
prayer  and  song  have  failed,  love  will  win! 

Against  every  argument  and  appeal  that  men 
may  make,  the  sinner  can  array  his  arguments 
and  stand  his  stubborn  will,  but  against  love, 
wordless,  irresistible  love,  there  are  no  arguments 
that  can  stand,  and  no  will  that  can  long  resist! 

“If  I were  to  go  out  to  talk  to  men  and  women 
about  Christ,”  say  some,  “I  would  just  break 
down  and  blubber  like  a fool.” 

Christ  wept  over  dying  men  and  women  and 
why  shouldn’t  we? 

Christianity,  however  intellectual,  will  never 
shake  the  world  as  long  as  she  stands  dry-eyed 
and  unswept  by  a passionate  love! 

Christianity,  whatever  else  she  may  or  may  not 
have,  when  moved  by  a great  passion,  and  driven 
by  a great  love,  will  sweep  the  world  as  the 
cyclones  often  sweep  the  western  prairies. 

The  story  is  told  of  Mother  Booth — that  grand 
old  mother  of  the  Salvation  Army — ^that  great 
lover  of  the  lost,  how  o!ne  night  in  the  slums 
of  England  she  snatched  a lost  woman  from 
out  of  the  jaws  of  degradation  and  death,  and 
the  story  runs  like  this: 

General  Booth,  founder  of  the  Army,  had 
preached  in  one  of  the  great  theater  buildings, 
at  a midnight  service,  and  the  building  had  been 
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packed  with  the  festering,  filthy  human  wreck- 
age that  floods  the  streets  of  the  slums  at  the 
midnight  hour. 

The  sermon  ended,  the  battle  began  for  souls, 
and  already  many  were  being  won  to  Christ. 

Back  near  the  door  sat  a sin-marked,  crime- 
marked,  poverty-marked  human  derelict,  who  was 
so  low  and  defiled  and  degraded,  that  it  did  not 
seem  possible  that  one  could  get  so  low  this  side 
of  hell. 

A devout,  kind-hearted  Christian  woman  ap- 
proached her  and  undertook  to  talk  to  her,  and 
with  a snarl,  that  human  outcast,  began  to  rave 
and  curse,  and  the  Christian  worker,  overwhelmed, 
rushed  weeping  to  the  front. 

Mother  Booth  saw  this  woman  in  tears,  and 
when  she  inquired  the  cause  of  her  sorrow,  the 
woman  tried  to  sob  out  her  explanation. 

‘Take  me  to  her,  quick!”  cried  Mrs.  Booth, 
“take  me  to  her!” 

This  woman  led  the  way  to  the  rear,  and  point- 
ed out  the  heap  of  rags  and  dirt  beneath  which  the 
woman  crouched. 

Mother  Booth  walked  quietly  over  to  where 
she  sat,  dropped  into  a chair  by  her  side,  slip- 
ped her  arm  around  her,  as  tenderly  as  an  angel, 
and  when  the  woman  whirled  on  Mother  Booth, 
she  looked  into  one  of  the  dearest,  sweetest  faces 
that  God  ever  placed  on  a mortal,  and  with  love 
beaming  from  her  eyes.  Mother  Booth  quietly 
said,  ‘T  love  you.” 

Mother  Booth  did  not  have  to  repeat  those 
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words,  for  every  outline  of  that  angelic  face  ut- 
teied  the  words,  ‘T  love  you,  I love  you.” 

We  should  not  tell  the  sinner  that  we  love  him 
if  we  do  not  for  he  will  know  that  we  are  lying. 

Need  I add  that  in  just  a little  while  Mother 
Booth  had  that  abandoned  wretch,  this  despairing 
unfortunate,  at  the  front,  down  on  her  knees,  and 
v^^eeping  like  a child. 

Need  I add  that  this  woman  was  wonderfully 
saved  to  Christ  that  night. 

Need  I add  that,  transformed  and  made  beau- 
tiful by  grace,  this  woman  became  a mighty  pow- 
er for  God,  living  a consecrated,  consistent  and 
fruit-bearing  life. 

What  everything  else  had  failed  to  do  in  this 
woman’s  life,  love  succeeded  in  doing. 

The  church  will  never  win  the  world  to  Christ 
until  the  church  comes  to  love  the  world  with  a 
Christ  love. 

And  the  church  will  never  love  the  world  with 
a Christ  love  until  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  floods 
the  heart  of  the  church  with  love. 

The  church  cannot  have  the  love  of  the  Spirit 
without  the  Spirit. 
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^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long* 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness 
and  temperance,'"’  Gal.  5:22,  23. 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  Joy,” 

HE  criticisms  whicli  the  world  makes  on  the 
church  today  are  legion! 

Some  of  these  criticisms  are  without  foundation, 
in  fact,  and  are  to  be  ignored. 

Some  of  these  criticisms  carry  with  them  a 
modicum  of  truth,  and  must  be  dealt  with. 

Some  of  these  criticisms  are  founded  absolute- 
ly on  fact  and  must  be  honestly  faced. 

Now,  one  of  the  criticisms  which  the  w^orld 
makes  on  the  church  today  is  that  the  church  has 
loo  little  joy  in  it! 

This  criticism  is  appallingly  true! 

Amongst  the  multitudes  of  the  world  whose 
names  are  written  on  the  church  record  there  are 
a few,  a very,  very  few,  who  seem  to  really  enjoy 
their  religious  experience. 

Some  say  they  are  religious,  but  they  do  not 
enjoy  their  religion,  and  from  all  external  evi- 
dence this  statement  is  accepted  as  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Let  the  average  church  member  sit  down  and 
begin  to  investigate,  segregate  and  tabulate,  and 
he  will  be  surprised  beyond  words  to  find  how 
few  there  are  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moves  who 
have  a religion  of  joy. 
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We  “take  up  our  cross”  and  go  to  prayer  meet- 
ing! 

We  “take  up  our  cross”  and  go  to  Sunday 
School! 

We  “take  up  our  cross”  and  attend  the  services 
of  the  church  twice  on  Sunday! 

If  we  visit  the  sick  and  the  poor,  and  make  ef- 
forts to  win  the  lost,  and  keep  the  altar  in  the 
home  standing,  all  this  means  a further  “bearing 
of  the  cross  for  Jesus  Christ.” 

Instead  of  singing  with  enthusiasm  and  over- 
flowing joy,  “We  will  work  ’till  Jesus  comes,”  we 
with  “lugubrious”  voice  and  “solemncholy”  face 
sing,  “We’ll  shirk  ’till  Jesus  comes.” 

And  we  not  only  sing,  “We’ll  shirk  ’till  Jesus 
comes,”  but  we  proceed  in  daily  practice  to  do 
that  very  thing! 

A religion  of  overflowing  joy  is  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  the  most  attractive  thing  in  this  wide, 
wide  world. 

A religion  of  overwhelming  woe,  without  “beau- 
ty of  peace  and  joy,”  is  the  most  repulsive  thing 
in  the  wide,  wide  world. 

Where  do  men  and  women  get  the  idea  that  re- 
ligion is  a thing  to  be  carried  in  sorrow  and 
shame  ? 

Down  through  all  the  centuries  of  Bible  his- 
tory God’s  people  have  ever  been  a happy  peo- 
ple! 

The  Jews  were  God’s  favored  people,  and  their 
worship  abounded  with  praise  and  joy. 

Their  calendar  contained  many,  many  feast 
days,  but  only  one  fast  period. 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT  19 

The  Jews  celebrated  their  deliverance  from 
Egypt. 

The  Jews  celebrated  their  safe  passage  of  the 
Red  Sea. 

The  Jews  celebrated  their  passage  through  the 
wilderness. 

The  Jews  celebrated  their  entrance  into  the  land 
that  flowed  with  milk  and  honey. 

The  Jews  had  their  passover  feast,  their  feast 
of  the  tabernacle,  their  jubilees! 

God’s  people  have  ever  been  a “sunshiny”  peo- 
ple— children  of  the  day. 

“These  things  have  I spoken  unto  you,”  says 
Christ,  “That  my  JOY  might  remain  in  you,  and 
that  YOUR  JOY  MIGHT  BE  FULL.” 

And,  again,  Christ  exhorts  us  to  “Ask  largely,” 
and  why? 

“That  your  joy  may  be  full.” 

“My  meat  and  drink  is  to  do  my  father’s  will,” 
Christ  assures,  and  when  His  life  becomes  ours, 
it  will  be  our  greatest  delight,  our  supremest  pas- 
sion, to  do  the  will  of  Christ  and  the  work  of 
Christ. 


JOY  IN  THE  CHURCH 
“THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT  IS— JOY” 

A little  book,  some  time  from  the  press,  is  call- 
ed, “What  all  the  World  is  Seeking.” 

This  book  is  a very,  very  readable  little  book, 
and  contains  much  of  truth,  but,  in  the  main, 
shoots  wide  of  the  mark! 

I know — know  beyond  a peradventure — what 
the  world  is  seeking! 
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It  is  seeking  that  illusive,  intangible,  unobtain- 
able something  called  lasting  joy! 

To  be  sure,  in  the  world,  here  and  there,  frag- 
ments or  crumbs  of  the  thing  are  to  be  found, 
and  wherever  these  crumbs  are  thrown  out,  or 
the  imitations  of  the  real  thing  are  to  be  had, 
there  the  multitudes  surge  and  seek  and  suffer! 

Up  and  down  the  streets  of  the  city  stream 
these  teeming  thousands,  in  and  out  of  houses  of 
amusement  they  pour — houses  of  amusement 
good  and  bad,  and  probably,  mostly  bad,  and  be- 
neath the  boisterous  shout  and  mirthless  laughter 
there  is  the  unsilenced,  unsatisfied  cry  of  the  soul. 

These  multitudes  are  seeking  for  joy,  and  seek- 
ing for  joy  where  lasting,  satisfying  joy  is  not  to 
be  found! 

I further  know  that  that  for  which  all  the  world 
is  seeking  is  to  be  found,  and  found  alone,  in 
God,  and  that  the  church  of  Christ  has,  or  should 
have,  that  for  which  the  multitudes  seek. 

‘The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,” 
says  St.  Paul,  “but  righteousness,  peace  and  JOY 
IN  THE  HOLY  GHOST.” 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — JOY.” 

When  the  Spirit  of  God  gets  possession  of  the 
human  heart  He  fills  it  with  all  the  fullness  of  the 
everlasting  and  eternal  Godhead! 

When  the  Spirit  of  God  gets  complete  posses- 
sion of  the  human  heart  He  makes  direct  connec- 
tion between  the  needy,  hungry  believer  and  the 
need-supplying,  hunger-appeasing  store-house 
on  high. 
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When  the  Spirit  of  God  gets  possession  of  these 
hearts  of  ours,  then  we  will  preach  with  joy,  and 
pray  with  joy,  and  sing  with  joy,  and  serve  with 

And  when  the  time  comes,  it  will  not  alone  be 
true  that,  “Out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty, 
hath  God  shined,”  but  out  of  Zion,  the  perfection 
of  beauty,  will  songs  of  joy  be  carried,  and 
the  restless,  joyless,  w^eary  world  will  come  flock- 
ing to  our  churches  like  doves  to  a window. 

Whitefield,  Bramw^ell,  Moody,  Chapman, 
Booth,  Finney,  and  all  God’s  servants  everywhere 
served  with  joy. 

Often,  when  preaching,  these  men  were  swept 
with  ecstacies  of  joy. 

There  is  something  fundamentally  wrong,  and 
radically  WTong,  wuth  a religion  that  turns  reluct- 
antly toward  God’s  house  and  God’s  service. 

‘T  was  glad  w^hen  they  said  let  us  go  unto  the 
house  of  the  Lord,”  not,  “I  was  sad.” 

“For  a day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a 
thousand,”  cries  King  David. 

Not  a day  in  thy  courts  is  “w^orse”  than  a 
thousand. 

The  average  church  does  not  need  more 
“jiners,”  but  it  does  need,  and  sadly  so,  more 
“shiners.” 

If  every  church  could  round  up  and  line  up 
and  shut  up  its  membership,  and  then  by  some 
method,  or  process,  could  clean  up,  and  rub  up, 
and  shine  up  what  it  already  has,  the  work  of 
getting  others  would  be  easy  enough! 

The  overwhelming  difficulty  that  some  pastors 
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face  today  in  getting  other  men  and  women — 
unsaved — to  take  much  interest  in  the  gospel 
which  he  preaches  is  because  the  samples  with 
which  he  must  undertake  to  represent  the  king- 
dom are  often  so  horribly  imperfect. 

Gabriel  himself  could  not  do  business  for  God’s 
great  wholesale  house  on  high  if  he  had  a church 
full  of  shelf-worn,  moth-eaten,  devil-ripped  and 
devil-raveled  samples  with  which  to  represent 
God’s  business. 

In  too  many  churches,  ‘‘Standing  on  the  pro- 
mises” is  revised  to  read,  “Sitting  on  the  pro- 
mises,” and  even  “Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus” 
is  sung  sitting  down. 

Church  members,  if  they  go  to  church  at  all, 
often  drag  to  church,  and  lag  in  the  procession, 
and  fag  in  the  work. 

They  are  as  attractive  as  a glue  factory  and 
as  enthusiastic  as  a cemetery. 

JOY  IN  THE  HOME 

“THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT  IS— JOY” 

Circumstances  alter  all  cases,  they  say,  but 
to  most  folk,  whatever  the  circumstances,  their 
hardest  struggle  is  to  be  joyous,  always,  in  the 
borne. 

In  the  home  is  where  we  should  “Keep  the 
joy  bells  ringing,”  but  more  often  whatever 
does  ring  there  does  not  sound  exactly  like  a joy 
bell. 

In  some  homes  there  is  such  prayerful  and 
sympathetic  co-operation  that  there  is  never  a 
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storm  cloud  to  arise  and  never  even  a gust  of  tem- 
per to  mar  the  peace  and  tranquillity  that  every- 
where prevails. 

But  to  most  people,  the  home  life  is  not  al- 
ways just  as  perfect  as  Jesus  Christ  would  have 
us  make  it. 

Sometimes,  in  some  homes,  the  old,  old  song, 
“Joy,  Joy,  Joy,  for  Joy  my  heart  is  singing,” 
has  been  changed  into  “Jaw,  Jaw,  Jaw,  from  Jaw 
my  head  is  aching.” 

If  there  is  any  of  the  devil  in  us  we  are  very 
liable  to  hear  the  clatter  of  his  cloven  feet  around 
the  home,  and  if  there  is  any  dog  in  us — ordinary 
cur  dog — we  are  liable  to  hear  that  dog  growl  and 
bark  while  down  around  the  house. 

And,  strange  to  say,  the  higher  our  ideals  for 
the  home  the  more  dangerous  is  it  that  there 
will  be  more  or  less  of  disappointment  and  con- 
fusion in  the  home. 

When  men  who  are  under  the  tremendously 
heavy  strain  of  the  world’s  burden  and  the  world’s 
work  retire  to  the  home,  they  retire  to  the  home 
for  quiet  and  peace — retire  to  the  home  to  let  the 
bow  unbend. 

Unlfortunately  for  the  busy  man  when  he  ought 
to  be  at  his  best,  and  measure  up  to  the  highest 
standards  of  courtesy  and  pleasantry,  he  is  often 
kt  his  worst. 

He  has  met  the  world  where  the  rules  of  the^ 
game  demand  that  he  smile!  smile!  smile! 

He  has  turned  back  to  his  home  where  loved 
ones  are — ^those  whom  he  loves  better  than  his 
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own  life,  and  there,  where  he  should  smile,  and 
smile,  he  is  often  too  tired  to  smile! 

The  let  down  has  to  come  somewhere  and  un- 
fortunately it  has  to  come  too  often  when  he  is 
in  the  sacred  and  beautiful  precincts  of  the  home. 

In  Kentucky,  I met  a man  who  was  in  love 
with  his  wife — passionately  and  hopelessly  in  love 
with  her. 

This  man  was  a preacher,  and  one  of  the  best 
men  I have  ever  known. 

“Do  you  see  her?”  he  said  one  day,  pointing 
to  his  wife;  “now  that  is  the  way  she  is  every 
day  and  every  hour  of  the  day.  She  gets  up 
a-singing,  goes  to  bed  a-singing,  works  all  day 
and  keeps  on  singing,  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
woman  who  lives  the  perfect  life,  she  does.” 

Well,  I am  certain  this  woman  was  a very,  very 
wonderful  woman,  and  that  she  lived  the  life — 
the  spirit-filled  life,  the  joyous  life,  there  is  no 
question. 

“I  have  prayed  and  prayed  and  prayed,”  con- 
tinued the  husband,  “to  be  like  her.  And  I 
have  made  progress,  thank  God.  I have  got  to 
the  place  where  I can  go  to  my  work  singing, 
and  get  up  from  my  meals  singing,  and  even  go 
to  bed  singing,  but  Brother  Brown,”  he  said, 
with  evident  earnestness,  “to  save  my  life,  I can’t 
get  up  singing.” 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  Joy,”  and  there  is 
no  question  but  that  that  life  means  a life  of 
“joy”  in  the  home — not  patches  of  “joy”  in  a 
wilderness  of  “jaw,”  but  definite,  abiding,  and 
satisfying  joy. 
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The  home  should  be  made  the  most  attractive 
place  in  all  the  wide,  wide  world,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God  can  make  it  that. 

JOY  IN  SERVICE 

“TEE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT  IS— JOY” 

The  greatest  need  of  the  church  today  is  love, 
and  the  “fruit”  of  the  Spirit  is  love. 

The  second  greatest  need  of  the  church  today 
is  joy,  and  the  “fruit”  of  the  Spirit  is  joy. 

Now,  love  and  joy  run  through  life  hand  in 
hand. 

Whoever  loves  enjoys,  and  whoever  enjoys 
also  loves. 

The  loveless  life  is  a joyless  life,  for  joy  can- 
not live  where  there  is  no  love. 

Just  here  multitudes  go  astray. 

Multitudes  will  not  attend  a revival  for  they 
say,  “It  is  give  up,  and  give  up,  and  when  you 
have  given  up  all  that  the  church  demands  that  you 
give  up,  what  have  you  left?” 

Poor,  blinded,  silly  fools  that  we  are;  some  of 
these  days  we  will  learn  that  in  this  life  we  have 
by  giving,  and  we  live  by  dying. 

Happiness  does  not  come  through  indulgence, 
but  happiness  comes  through  sacrifice. 

The  most  miserable  mortals  out  of  hell  are  the 
multitudes  of  the  underworld,  who  have  given 
free  rein  to  every  pull  of  the  flesh  and  who  have 
denied  themselves  nothing. 

The  choicest  fruits  in  the  world  are  always  up. 
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and  are  to  be  reached  by  untiring,  unselfish  sur- 
render and  effort. 

The  most  selfish  man  in  the  world  is  the  most 
miserable  man,  and  most  like  the  devil. 

The  most  unselfish  man  in  the  world  is  the  hap- 
piest man  in  the  world  and  most  like  Christ. 

The  only  life  that  lives  forever  is  the  life  that 
is  poured  into  the  life  of  humanity. 

A very,  very  rich  man  committed  suicide  be- 
cause the  fear  gripped  him  that  he  would  lose 
his  wealth  and  die  poor! 

That  man  was  poor! 

‘T  take  joy  in  my  greatest  afflictions,”  cries  St. 
Paul,  and  though  he  had  nothing  but  a gloomy 
cell  and  a pillow  of  stone,  he  was  rich  beyond  the 
dreams  of  angels. 

“If  I am  at  the  whipping  post  I am  getting  joy 
out  of  it.” 

“If  I am  stoned  and  pulled  out  of  the  city  for 
dead  I am  getting  joy  out  of  it.” 

“If  I am  in  prison,  with  back  torn  by  the  cruel 
lash,  I will  sing  songs  in  the  night — songs  in  the 
night,” 

Runyan’s  “Pilgrim’s  Progress”  has  been  read 
around  the  world  and  has  cheered  and  helped  un- 
numbered tens  of  thousands,  and  how  was  it 
written  ? 

“So  I was  led  home  to  prison,”  says  Runyan, 
“and  sat  me  down  and  wrote  and  wrote,  because 
joy  did  make  me  write.” 

“So  I was  led  home  to  prison,”  St.  Paul  might 
have  said,  “And  I sang  and  sang,  because  joy  did 
make  me  sing.” 
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Thank  God  for  a religion  that  can  put  men  and 
>vomen  to  singing  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  and  everywhere  and  under  every  circum- 
stance. 

And.  why  shouldn’t  the  child  of  God  sing  with 
joy? 

All  the  organized  forces  of  the  universe  are 
marshalled  for  his  protection  and  support. 

Ministering  angels  are  always  near,  though  un- 
seen, and  the  promise  of  the  Eternal  Godhead  is, 
“All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God.” 

Heaven  is  not  parceled  into  lots,  or  estates,  but 
the  whole  belongs  to  God,  the  heavenly  Father, 
who  gave  us  Christ,  and  who  promises  that  with 
Christ,  He  will  give  us  all  things. 

The  angels  own  nothing,  and  yet  all  things  are 
theirs ! 

The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fullness  there- 
of and  the  cattle  on  a thousand  hills,  so  the 
Psalmist  says,  and  so  every  child  of  God  is  rich — 
rich — rich ! 

“A  man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance 
of  the  things  which  he  possesseth” — not  in  the 
“things”  which  lie  without,  but  on  the  “thing”  that 
lieth  within. 


TALK  NUMBER  THREE 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love^  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness 
and  temperance.^’  Gal.  5:22,23. 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — Peace.” 

'HE  Passover  feast  was  ended  and  Judas  had 
gone  out  into  the  dark  night. 

The  new  commandment  had  been  given,  “That 
ye  love  one  another  as  I have  loved  you.” 

Then  had  come  the  exhortation,  “Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.” 

But  the  hearts  of  those  devoted  followers  were 
troubled,  and  more,  their  hearts  were  possessed 
with  a great  fear! 

Only  a few  moments  before  there  had  come  the 
crushing  announcement,  “Whither  I go,  thou 
canst  not  follow  now.” 

Two  facts  were  evident  to  these  sad-hearted  dis- 
ciples, and  these  were  that  Jesus  Christ  was  going 
to  leave  them,  and  as  they  understood  His  mission, 
He  was  going  away  with  His  mission  unfulfilled! 

They  had  been  drawn  from  their  offices  and 
farms  and  shops  and  nets,  gripped  and  swayed  by 
a wonderful  vision! 

They  had  accepted  Christ  as  the  “Seed  of  Da- 
vid,” the  promised  Messiah,  the  very  Son  of  God. 

They  had  dreamed  of  the  coming  of  the  day 
when  this  triumphant  Christ  would  dethrone  the 
Caesars  and  the  Herods  and  the  Pilates  and  would 
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mount  the  throne  of  His  world-wide  kingdom,  to 
exercise  unquestioned  authority  over  all  the  peo- 
ples of  all  the  world. 

In  this  new  order,  which  was  soon  to  be  usher- 
ed in,  they  saw  themselves  occupying  places  of 
honor,  and  places  of  power. 

The  Caesars  and  the  Herods  and  the  Pilates  had 
not  been  dethroned,  and  here  in  the  dark  night 
with  a handful  of  followers,  rejected  and  despised 
by  the  world,  Jesus  announces  the  fact  of  His  ear- 
ly departure. 

What  a tragedy,  that  under  circumstances  like 
these,  Jesus  should  turn  to  His  followers  with, 
“Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled!” 

The  kingdom  which  the  disciples  had  builded 
their  hopes  upon  was  yet  to  be  found  only  in  the 
world  of  dreams. 

All  the  enmity  and  hatred  and  opposition  that 
had  been  heaped  upon  their  leader  would  now  be 
heaped  upon  them. 

Their  inheritance  was  just  the  opposite  of  what 
they  had  joyfully  anticipated. 

Christ  is  going  away,  and  whatever  is  left  of 
this  hopeless  enterprise  worth  preserving  must 
now  be  conserved  and  defended  and  enlarged  by 
this  little  band. 

And  what  could  they  hope  to  do  with  their  lead- 
er gone! 

They  were  poor  and  weak  and  despised  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  world. 

They  were  without  financial  prestige  and  so- 
cially they  were  unknown. 
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They  had  no  political  influence,  and  they  were 
without  the  power  that  the  most  ordinary  oflBce 
might  give. 

From  the  land  of  their  dreams,  where  they  sat 
in  the  highest  offices  of  a world-wide  kingdom, 
with  Christ  as  the  unquestioned  king,  they  turn 
to  the  land  of  awful  reality,  where,  at  night,  they 
sit  in  a secluded  spot,  a handful  of  despised  and 
rejected  men,  and  amidst  this  overwhelming  isola- 
tion and  desolation  their  leader  is  exhorting  them, 
‘*Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
afraid.” 

But  no  man  just  by  his  own  choosing  can  deter- 
mine whether  his  heart  is,  or  is  not,  to  be  rocked 
with  trouble  or  gripped  with  fear,  and  no  one 
knew  that  better  than  Christ. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  these  lonely,  dejected 
men  be  exhorted  to  optimism  and  courage  and 
good  cheer! 

That  Christ  had  that  which  He  urged  upon  these 
silent  followers  was  certain,  but  how  were  they 
to  come  into  possession  of  that  vital,  necessary 
something  ? 

Upon  the  hands  and  hearts  and  minds  of  these 
devoted,  discouraged  men,  the  responsibilities  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  amongst  men,  is  now  to  be 
placed,  and  if  these  men  are  to  carry  this  work 
successfully  to  all  the  world,  they  must  have  that 
holy  calm,  and  that  evident  quiet,  which  has 
marked  and  characterized  every  word  and  act  of 
their  Matchless  Leader. 

And  they  knew  what  that  something  was,  and 
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they  knew,  too,  that  they  needed  just  that  thing. 

But  wait!  Christ  is  speaking  again! 

Quietly,  assuringly,  restfully,  the  promise 
comes,  ‘‘My  peace  I give  unto  you — peace  I leave 
with  you.” 

“But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
He  shall — The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  PEACE.” 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

‘^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — peace, 

How  perfectly  natural  the  words,  “Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid,”  when 
they  follow,  “Peace  I leave  with  you.  My  peace  I 
give  unto  you.” 

What  a wonderful  peace  was  the  peace  which 
stayed  the  mind  and  the  heart  of  the  Son  of  God! 

The  most  sublime  picture  in  all  literature  is 
that  which  is  found  in  the  inspired  record  of  the 
Last  Supper. 

One  of  His  followers  was  to  betray  Him  and 
sell  Him  into  the  hands  of  a blood-thirsty  mob. 

Already  this  traitor  had  gone  out  into  the  dark 
night,  a night  the  blackness  of  which  seemed  un- 
usually portentous  and  sad. 

Just  out  there  is  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  with 
its  sweat  of  blood! 

Just  over  there  is  the  judgment  hall,  with  its 
cruel  scourge  and  crown  of  thorns! 

Just  up  there  is  Calvary’s  hill,  with  the  cross 
of  the  empty  arms! 

Down  in  the  streets  the  mob  is  already  forming. 
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and  their  muttered  oaths  are  heard  on  the  night 
air. 

Outside  that  little  room,  everything  breathed  of 
hatred  and  death! 

Amidst  all  this,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  this, 
Jesus  sat  peacefully  singing. 

“He  sang  a hymn,”  is  the  official  record  of  that 
last  sad  hour! 

Grand,  lonely,  majestic,  calm,  and  peaceful 
soul,  singing  in  the  hour  of  His  betrayal  and  in  the 
hour  of  His  death! 

What  a wonderful  peace  God  must  have  put  in- 
to His  soul,  that  He  could  sit  and  sing  while  the 
world  rushed  in  to  crucify! 

“Peace  I leave  with  you,  my  peace  I give  unto 
you.” 

It  must  have  been  that  a little  of  this  peace  pos- 
sessed the  heart  of  Stephen,  for  when  they  were 
stoning  him  to  death,  he  prayed,  “Lay  not  this  sin 
to  their  charge,”  and  kneeling  quietly,  with  face 
radiantly  beautiful,  he  gave  up  the  ghost. 

It  must  have  been  that  a little  of  this  peace  pos- 
sessed the  heart  of  St.  Paul,  for,  with  back  torn  by 
the  cruel  lash  and  feet  made  fast  in  the  chains  and 
stocks,  he  sang  songs  in  the  night — songs  in  the 
night ! 

It  must  have  been  that  a little  of  this  peace  pos- 
sessed the  heart  of  St.  Peter,  for  if  tradition  is  to 
be  believed,  when  they  crucified  him,  he  calmly 
requested  that  he  be  crucified  with  his  head  hang- 
ing down,  out  of  respect  and  adoration  of  his  ris- 
en, triumphant  Lord. 

Only  the  peace  of  Christ,  placed  in  the  heart 
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of  the  believer  bv  the  Holy  Ghost,  can  keep  the 
heart  singing  while  the  mob  gathers,  and  keep  the 
heart  singing  while  the  stones  are  thrown,  and 
keep  the  heart  singing  while  the  cruel  lash  cracks 
and  stings,  and  keep  the  heart  singing  while  the 
nails  are  driven  into  hands  and  feet! 

This  was  the  peace  which  possessed  the  heart  of 
Christ,  and  this  was  the  peace  that  He  left  with  His 
disciples,  and  this  is  the  peace  that  is  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  saints  through  all  the  ages. 

While  the  world  runs  red  with  blood  and  a great 
fear  grips  the  heart  of  humanity,  this  wonderful 
peace  is  needed  by  the  church  as  never  before 
since  Christ  died. 

This  is  a day  in  whch  no  man  can  tell  today 
what  will  transpire  on  the  morrow,  and  while  old 
landmarks  are  being  swept  away,  and  new  condi- 
tions are  everywhere  being  ushered  in,  and  an- 
archy and  hate  seem  everywhere  to  threaten  or 
triumph,  God’s  people  must  get  back  to  the  quiet 
and  calm  and  assurance  that  Christ,  by  His  spirit, 
gives. 

This  is  the  day  when  the  demand  becomes  more 
and  more  insistent  that  our  leaders  have  their  feet 
on  the  rock,  and  their  heads  above  the  mists  and 
fog  and  clouds. 

The  ages  gone,  the  fleeting  present,  and  the  cen- 
turies yet  unborn  carried  no  shadow  or  threat  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  Christ. 

There  was  no  height  of  perfection  which  He  had 
failed  to  attain  to,  and  no  ideal  which  He  had  fail- 
ed to  measure  up  to,  and  this  perfection  and  at- 
tainment can  be  made  ours,  and  this  peace  which 


34  THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

Tested  like  a mantle  over  all  can  be  transferred  to 
us! 

“But  the  Comforter  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
whom  the  father  shall  send  in  my  name,  He  shall 
— The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — PEACE.” 

“Peace  I leave  you,  my  peace  give  I unto  you.” 

“Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it 
be  afraid.” 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

“JAe  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — peace 

In  a little  vessel,  out  on  the  waters  at  night,  lay 
our  Lord,  fast  asleep. 

The  day  had  been  a strenuous  one,  and  the 
human  body  of  Christ  required  and  demanded 
rest. 

While  Christ  slept,  great,  angry  storm  clouds 
had  appeared  on  the  horizon,  and  like  a great, 
black  mantle,  they  seemed  soon  to  enshroud  the 
lake. 

At  last  the  storm  broke  in  its  fury,  lashing  the 
waters  to  foam,  and  sending  waves  dashing  about 
like  mountains. 

Amidst  the  rumblings  of  the  thunder  and  the 
shrieking  of  the  wind,  by  the  lightning’s  flash,  the 
vessel  could  be  seen  tossing  about  like  a chip  on 
the  sea! 

With  every  lunge  it  seemed  to  the  disciples  that 
the  vessel  would  be  engulfed,  and  finally  in  a pan- 
ic of  fear  they  ran  to  their  sleeping  Lord  with, 
“Master!  Carest  thou  not  that  we  perish?” 

Deliberately,  Christ  arose  from  His  bed  of  sleep, 
and  walking  to  the  side  of  the  pitching,  groaning 
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vessel,  gave  the  command:  ‘‘Peace,  be  still!” 

The  great,  angry  waves,  rolling  mountain  high, 
hesitated,  staggered,  and  dropped  back  to  their 
beds  in  the  deep. 

The  winds  hushed  their  dismal  cry,  crouched 
low,  and  then  seemed  to  be  actually  led  away,  as 
though  commanded  and  controlled  by  some  invis- 
ible hand. 

In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  whole  lake  seem- 
ed rocked  to  quiet  and  sleep,  and  the  amazed, 
gladdened  disciples  cried  out,  “Oh,  what  a calm.” 

Tempest  and  storm  are  the  common  lot  of  our 
common  humanity. 

All  God’s  people,  everywhere,  know  something 
of  stress  and  fear! 

The  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God 
is  a rest  that  shall  never  be  broken,  but  that  rest 
“remaineth”  for  God’s  people,  and  is  not  ours  t© 
enjoy  just  yet. 

In  this  world  of  broken  fortunes,  and  broken 
family  circles,  and  broken  bodies,  and  broken 
faiths,  and  broken  hopes,  “into  every  life  some 
rain  must  fall,  some  days  be  dark  and  dreary.” 

And,  strange  to  say,  the  greatest  diflSculties  are 
not  always  met  in  the  greater  trials  of  life,  but  in 
the  little  perplexities  and  problems  that  are  aris- 
ing every  day,  and  sometimes,  it  seems,  every 
hour. 

God’s  grace  often  seems  to  give  us  wings  to  sur- 
mount triumphantly  the  greatest  tragedies  and 
disappointments  of  life,  while  we  often  seem  to 
have  feet  of  lead  to  stumble  and  fail  when  we  face 
the  trivial  discouragements  and  adversities. 
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It  is  easy  to  believe  God  cares  when  we  are 
crushed  with  an  awful  sorrow,  but  not  so  easy  to 
understand  that  God  cares  when  we  are  bearing 
every  day  disappointments  and  facing  every  day 
diflBculties. 

It  is  easy  for  us  to  believe  that  God  is  interested 
in  that,  which  to  us,  is  infinitely  great,  but  hard 
for  us  to  understand  that  God  is  profoundly  in- 
terested in  that  which  to  us  is  infinitely  small ! 

If  God  clothes  the  lily  of  the  valley,  beautiful 
though  it  be,  born  but  for  a day,  will  He  not 
much  more  care  for  that  which  is  His  own  handi- 
work and  made  to  His  own  likeness  and  made  to 
dwell  in  His  presence  forever? 

If  God  marks  the  sparrow’s  fall,  the  little  pest 
that  is  everywhere  to  be  found,  will  He  not  much 
more  mark  the  wanderings  of  those  who  are  pur- 
chased by  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  on  Calvary? 

If  God  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  head,  and  sees 
every  hair  that  falls,  will  He  not  much  more  num- 
ber the  trials  and  disappointments  and  tragedies 
of  our  short  pilgrimage,  and  give  grace  sufficient 
in  the  way? 

The  same  God  who  created  flaming  suns  and 
flung  the  planets  into  space,  also  made  the  lens 
of  a fly’s  eye  and  painted  the  wings  of  the  butter- 
fly. 

Isn’t  it  possible  that  it  took  greater  patience 
and  skill  to  make  the  lens  of  a fly’s  eye,  or  to 
paint  the  wing  of  the  butterfly  than  to  make 
worlds  and  flaming  suns? 

And  isn’t  it  possible  that  it  takes  greater  grace 
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and  greater  fortitude  to  bear  the  smaller  and 
constant  interruptions  and  frictions  of  our  every- 
day life  than  to  bear  the  outstanding  disappoint- 
ments and  tragedies? 

It  is  the  constant  grind  and  constant  wear  that 
takes  the  elasticity  out  of  o^r  step,  and  the 
rebound  out  of  our  heart,  and  the  smile  out  of 
our  face. 

Only  when  we  come  to  fully  realize  that  ‘‘All 
things  work  together  for  good” — our  good,  and 
all  things  are  “worked  together,”  will  we  come  to 
know  the  significance  of  the  “Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled.” 

Every  life  of  every  child  of  God  is  in  God’s 
keeping,  and  is  hidden  away  with  Christ  in  God, 
and  positively  nothing  can  touch  that  life — wheth- 
er to  hurt  or  bless,  without  God’s  permission! 

If  adversity  comes,  or  disappointment  comes, 
or  treachery  comes,  or  disease  comes,  or  death 
comes,  God  is  in  charge,  and  that  apparent  calam- 
ity is  being  harnessed  and  driven  of  God  toward  a 
definite  goal,  and  that  goal  is  the  eternal  good  of 
that  child  of  God! 

And  strange  to  say,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this  is 
true,  often,  in  the  great  sorrows,  when  it  is  fearful- 
ly hard  to  see  that  this  is  true  in  the  little  per- 
plexities and  problems  of  life. 

“The  COMFORTER,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name.  He  shall 
— the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — Peace.” 

The  peace  of  God  is  a peace  that  passeth  all 
human  understanding,  and  likewise  becomes  a 
peace  that  passeth  all  human  misunderstanding! 
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^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — peace, 

That  Christ  had  this  peace  was  certain. 

That  these  troubled  followers  needed  this 
peace  was  likewise  certain. 

It  is  also  certain  that  every  follower  of  Christ 
today  needs  this  heavenly  calm. 

“Physician  heal  thyself,”  could  be  the  re- 
joinder to  some  would-be  soul  winners  when  they 
go  out  to  the  weary,  restless  world  asking  them 
to  come  to  the  peace-giving  Christ,  when  every  out- 
line of  face  speaks  louder  than  words,  saying, 
“Come  to  Christ  and  get  what  I haven’t  as  yet 
received.” 

It  is  terribly  difficult  to  get  the  world  into  an 
experience  of  quiet  and  rest  and  peace  if  the 
church  does  not  have  that  experience  herself. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  God’s  executive  in  the  world 
today,  and  the  graces  that  made  surpassingly 
beautiful  the  life  of  Christ  ure  to  become  the  in- 
heritance of  the  Christian,  but  only  as  the  Spirit 
of  God  passes  these  graces  on. 

We  cannot  bear  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  without 
the  Spirit. 

Love  is  ours  and  joy  is  ours  and  peace  is  ours, 
only  as  the  Spirit  of  God  becomes  ours. 

The  Spirit  of  God  can  impart  peace  under 
every  stress  and  strain  of  life. 

“The  foxes  have  holes  and  the  birds  of  the  afr 
have  nests,  but  the  son  of  man  hath  not  where  to 
lay  his  head.” 
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How  much  of  tragedy  underlies  this  declaration 
only  God  can  know. 

When  Christ  began  His  ministry  He  had  to 
plow  crosswise  of  the  accepted  customs  and  theo- 
ries and  practices  of  His  day! 

Again  and  again  He  had  to  run  the  sword  of 
His  condemnation,  hilt-deep,  into  that  which  men 
and  women  held  as  sacred  and  vital  and  neces- 
sary. 

You  have  been  taught  to  demand,  “An  eye  for 
an  eye  and  a tooth  for  a tooth,”  but  I say  unto 
you,  “Love  your  enemies”  and  “Do  good  to  them 
who  despitefully  use  you.” 

The  world  had  never  heard  anything  so  revo- 
lutionary as  that. 

The  church  thundered  out  its  maledictions  up- 
on Him,  and  the  world — which  He  came  to  save — 
poured  out  its  contempt  upon  Him. 

The  storm-clouds  finally  gathered,  dark  and 
ominous,  over  that  little  secluded  home  in  Naza- 
reth, and  when  loved  ones  had  pleaded  in  vain — 
pleaded  that  He  cease  this  independent  crusade 
that  was  antagonizing  the  pov/ers  of  the  church — 
and  when  these  appeals  failed,  the  time  finally 
came  when  His  own  loved  ones  closed  the  door 
against  Him  with  the  announcement,  “He  is  be- 
side himself,”  which  literally  meant,  “He  is  mad.” 

‘The  foxes  have  holes,”  is  the  sad  lament  of 
Christ,  “and  the  birds  their  nests,  but  the  son  of 
man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head.” 

God’s  prophets  have  been  misunderstood  in  all 
ages  of  all  history. 

To  keep  step  with  the  people  means  to  break 
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fitep  with  God,  and  to  keep  step  with  God  means 
to  break  step  with  the  people. 

Some  time  servers  will  lick  the  boots  of  the 
higher-ups,  and  cringe  and  compromise  and  whine 
and  crawl  for  whatever  of  favor  the  machine  may 
choose  to  throw  out. 

Christ  was  denounced  as  a wine  bibber  and  a 
consort  of  the  rabble! 

Christ  was  denounced  as  a trickster  and  a mir- 
acle worker  of  the  devil ! 

Christ  was  denounced  as  a preacher  of  false 
doctrines  and  an  enemy  of  the  church,  by  the 
time  servers  and  boot  lickers  of  the  machine. 

Christ  was  denounced  as  a dreamer  of  imprac- 
tical dreams,  a hopeless  visionary  who  would 
land  Himself  and  all  His  followers  in  the  obli- 
vion of  failure  complete. 

For  the  world’s  prophets  we  have  had  opposi- 
tion and  hatred  and  stones  and  jails,  and  for  the 
^»^orld’s  leaches  and  louts  and  lickspittles  we 
have  had  thrones  and  crowns  and  palaces! 

Even  at  that,  the  prophet  stands  as  the  man  to 
be  envied  by  men  and  angels,  for,  whatever  there 
may  be  of  tempest  and  derision  and  opposition 
from  without,  there  is  always  the  mighty  strength 
and  unsurpassing  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost  within. 

“My  meat  and  my  drink,”  said  Christ,  “is  to 
do  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,”  and  the  meat 
and  drink  of  God’s  children  through  all  the  ages 
is  io  ring  true  to  the  decrees  of  high  heaven  and 
abide  the  consequences. 

Even  the  rich  young  ruler,  lauded  and  ap- 
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plauded  by  men,  realized  in  the  presence  of 
Christ  that  he  was  a pitiable  pauper,  and  at  the 
feet  of  the  homeless  wanderer  was  made  to  cry, 
*"What  shall  I do,”  that  I may  have  your  quiet 
and  peace  and  life? 

“Peace  I leave  with  you,  my  peace  I give  unto 
you.” 
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TALK  NUMBER  FOUR 

‘TAe  \ruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meek- 
ness  and  temperance,^^  Gal.  5:22,23. 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering.^^ 

5E  unspeakably  sad  experiences  in  Geth- 
semane’s  garden  had  drawn  to  a close. 

The  mob  had  come  and  in  the  presence  of  this 
whirlwind  of  hate  Jesus  had  stood  unperturbed. 

To  the  mob  the  question  had  been  propounded, 
“Whom  seek  ye,”  and  when  the  mob  answered, 
“Jesus  of  Nazareth,”  our  Lord  had  answered, 
“I  am  he.” 

Before  this  awe-inspiring,  calm,  and  courage- 
ous Christ  these  men  had  fallen  to  the  earth — 
fallen  like  grain  when  a sharp  sickle  has  passed. 

Judas,  the  traitor,  had  pressed  the  burning, 
shameful  kiss  upon  that  tear-stained  cheek,  and 
the  mob,  gathering  its  courage  again,  had  pressed 
in  upon  Christ. 

Impulsive  Peter  had  drawn  his  sword  and  had 
struck  his  first  blow  for  the  Christ  he  loved. 

“Put  up  thy  sword  into  the  sheath,”  had  been 
the  command  of  Christ,  and,  with  sheathed  sword, 
Peter  had  dropped  to  the  rear. 

Then  had  followed  the  rush  to  the  judgment 
hall,  the  mock  trial,  the  purple  robe,  the  crown 
of  thorns,  and  the  cruel  lash! 
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Then  came  the  solemn  march  to  Calvary’s  near- 
by hill. 

Reaching  the  summit,  Christ  had  been  stretched 
upon  the  rugged  piece  of  wood  and  the  nails 
had  been  driven  through  his  hands  and  feet. 

Strong  men  seized  the  cross  and,  lifting  it  high, 
had  let  it  drop  to  its  place  with  a sickening  thud. 

About  the  cross  there  arose  a babel  of  con- 
fusing shouts  and  sounds.  Peals  of  maniacal 
laughter  ran  through  the  maddened,  blood-crazed 
crowd. 

The  challenge  had  been  flung  in  His  teeth, 
“He  saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save.” 

But  He  could  save  Himself,  if  He  should  so 
choose. 

He  could  step  down  from  the  cross,  or  He  could 
call  down  a regiment  of  angels  from  the  skies, 
and  these  demon-possessed  men  and  women  at 
one  sweep  of  the  angel  wing  could  be  swept  into 
hell’s  nethermost  pit,  but  He  did  not  get  down 
and  He  did  not  call  down  the  angels! 

And  why? 

To  save  Himself  meant  that  others  He  could 
not  save,  and  He  had  come  into  this  wo-ild  to 
give  Himself  a “ransom  for  many.” 

To  refuse  to  save  Himself  meant  that  others 
He  could  save,  and  for  that  very  purpose  He  had 
journeyed  all  the  weary  way  to  Calvary. 

Jesus  knew  that  the  only  life  that  lived  forever 
is  the  life  that  is  poured  into  the  life  of  humanity, 
and  He  was  here  setting  an  example  for  the 
peoples  of  all  the  world,  and  was  here  pouring 
out  His  blood  for  all. 
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Moody  is  more  alive  today  than  ever  since  he 
died,  and  all  because  he  sacrificed  himself.  To  the 
limit  of  human  endurance  and  to  the  limit  of 
time,  talent,  and  means,  he  poured  himself  out 
in  blessing  to  the  world. 

He  who  lives  as  Moody  lived  can  never,  never 
die! 

With  the  mob  shouting  its  contempt  and  malice 
and  enmity,  Jesus  lifted  His  eyes  to  the  Father 
and  prayed,  ‘‘Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
not  what -they  do,”  and  one,  at  least,  of  that 
blood-drunk  mob,  staggered  back,  crying,  “This 
was  the  Son  of  God.” 

Only  a Son  of  God  could  love  like  that  and 
forgive  like  that  and  pray  like  that  under  such 
an  awful  agony  and  shame. 

Christ  has  arisen  from  the  dead,  has  left  His 
parting  injunction  and  ascended  back  to  the 
Father’s  house. 

The  faithful  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  had  not 
much  more  than  recovered  from  the  shock  of 
His  death  and  the  glad  surprise  of  His  resurrec-^ 
tion,  when  another  mob  forms  and  death  is  again 
in  their  midst. 

This  mob  cottivenes  no  court  and  makes  no 
crown  of  thorns  and  carries  no  cruel  lash  and 
hews  out  no  cross,  but  with  stones  they  make  short 
work  of  their  dastardly  crime. 

This  time  Stephen  is  the  martyr,  and  as  the  mob 
crushes  him  with  stones . “Full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,”  he  falls  upon  his  knees,  praying,  “Lay 
not  this  sin  to  their  charge,”  and  as  he  thus  for- 
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gives  and  thus  prays  heaven  opens  before  him 
and  he  beholds  Jesus  standing  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Father. 

If  ever  we  get  a glimpse  into  heaven  from  this 
sinful  earth,  it  will  be  while  we  are  on  our  knees 
praying  for  those  who  have  actually  done  us 
deepest  injury,  or  wrong. 

As  Stephen  died  the  triumphant  and  victorious 
death  of  a martyr,  praying  with  his  dying  breath 
for  those  who  slew  him,  Saul  of  Tarsus  stood 
by.  How  much  that  death  had  to  do  with 
Saul’s  conversion  we  do  not  know,  but  the  time 
came  when  the  same  spirit  of  long-suffering  that 
actuated  Jesus  to  pray  for  His  enemies  on  the 
cross,  and  the  same  spirit  of  long-suffering  that 
caused  Stephen  to  pray  for  his  enemies  in  the 
hour  of  death,  led  St.  Paul  to  say,  “Being  reviled, 
we  bless!  being  persecuted,  we  suffer  it!  being 
defamed,  we  entreat!” 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

“TAe  fruit  of  tlie  Spirit  is — long-suffering,'^^ 

Some  folk  greatly  lament  the  fact  that  they  have 
a temper,  not  knowing  that  they  might  just  as  well 
lament  the  fact  that  they  have  a brain. 

With  brain  we  “think”  and  with  temper  we 
“do.” 

It  isn’t  the  possession  of  that  something  called 
temper  that  becomes  the  curse,  but  the  curse  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  a lot  of  people  allow  that 
something  called  temper  to  possess  them. 

They  are  pitiable  slaves  to  their  tempers. 
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The  electric  current  that  turns  the  wheel  of 
the  mill  and  the  wheel  of  the  foundry  and  the 
wheel  of  the  shop,  and  that  pushes  our  street  cars 
and  lights  our  homes,  will,  if  unharnessed  and  un- 
controlled, spread  havoc  and  destruction  every- 
where it  sweeps! 

So  with  that  something  called  temper! 

Some  people  have  the  sheet-iron  stove,  filled 
with  shavings,  soaked  with  gasoline  type  of  tem- 
per, and  all  that  is  necessary  is  a little  spark  of 
frictions  fire  and  there  is  an  explosion  and  a con- 
flagration ! 

A great  temper  like  that,  rightly  tempered  and 
fully  under  control,  will  drive  men  and  women 
to  the  heights  of  magnificent  achievement  and 
success,  but  a temper  like  that,  unharnessed  and 
uncontrolled,  will  spread  the  fires  of  hell  over  all. 

Woe  and  misery  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  home- 
grown and  store-bought,  if  you  have  to  live  in 
the  same  home  with  these  men  and  women  of  ex- 
plosive, combustible,  eruptive  dispositions  and 
tempers. 

About  the  house  you  must  go  on  tip-toe,  and 
talk  in  subdued  tone  of  voice,  lest  you  jar  off 
these  human  kegs  of  dynamite. 

Luther  had  a great  temper,  but  that  temper  was 
kept  under  control. 

John  Wesley  had  a great  temper,  but  the  Spirit 
of  God  tempered  that  temper  and  made  it  an 
agency  of  life. 

Spurgeon  had  a great  temper,  but  that  tre- 
mendous driving  power  of  Spurgeon  was  turned 
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to  right  channels,  and  was  made  a stream  of 
blessing  to  all  the  world. 

Stuart,  who  painted  Washington’s  most  famous 
picture,  said,  “If  Washington  had  not  been  great 
he  would  have  been  a savage.” 

Washington  had  a terrible  temper,  but  under 
most  ordinary  circumstcinces  that  temper  was 
kept  under  magnificent  control. 

There  are  men  and  women  who  have  no  tem- 
per, who  turn  the  other  cheek  before  the  first 
cheek  is  slapped. 

These  men  and  women  are  of  the  namby- 
pamby,  jelly-fish  variety,  who  are  so  negatively 
good  that  they  cannot  be  stirred  up  to  fight  flies. 

Such  people  are  classed  amongst  the  medio- 
cres  and  drifters,  who  can  be  counted  upon  to 
go  whichever  way  the  tide  runs. 

They  haven’t  manhood  or  womanhood  enough 
to  offend,  but  are  like  waxed  figures,  manipu- 
lated by  public  opinion,  and  like  sheep,  are  ready 
to  run  at  whatever  shadow  may  fall  across  their 
path. 

If  they  do  evil  it  will  be  a sordid  evil,  prompted 
by  the  most  common  passions,  and  if  they  do 
good  it  will  be  the  general  routine  of  good  that 
comes  through  the  set  example,  often  repeated, 
of  those  who  have  gone  before. 

No  great  vision  ever  grips  them,  and  no  great 
passion  ever  sweeps  them,  and  whichever  way 
they  move,  the  commonest  sort  of  impulses 
guide  them,  without  any  great  incentive  and  with- 
out any  semblance  of  excuse. 

All  people  possessed  of  a great  temper  are 
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possessed  of  a factor  tremendously  potent  for 
good,  and  a power  just  as  tremendously  potent 
for  evil. 

Whether  they  rise  to  the  stature  of  a saint,  or 
drop  to  the  level  of  a devil,  will  be  determined 
by  the  level  on  which  this  force  is  allowed  to 
operate. 

All  great  teachers  and  preachers  and  poets 
and  musicians  and  authors  have  had  this  some* 
thing  called  temperament,  or  temper,  or  pas- 
sion. 

Passion,  or  temper,  is  usually  used  in  a re- 
stricted and  evil  sense,  but  this  power  within  may 
have  many  manifestations,  and  such  manifesta- 
tions, of  themselves,  are  not  evil. 

Christ  had  temper,  for  with  a whip  of  cords  and 
a face  that  was  a storm-cloud  of  righteous  indig- 
nation He  drove  the  money  changers  pell-mell 
from  the  house  of  God. 

St.  Paul  had  this  temper,  for  when  St.  Peter 
would  have  loaded  New  Testaments  with  the  bur- 
den of  the  Mosaic  Law,  St.  Paul  says,  “I  with- 
stood him  to  the  face,”  and  this  clash  between 
these  mighty  men  of  God,  each  convinced  his  at- 
titude was  right,  caused  these  men  to  part  asunder. 

Whoever  gets  the  idea  that  Christianity  is  a 
tadpole  type  of  turn-the- other-cheek  unaggres-* 
siveness,  without  principle  and  without  punch, 
has  certainly  misconceived  entirely  the  whole 
question. 

Christianity  has  backbone  like  a telegraph  pole, 
and  ribs  like  the  spokes  of  a dray  wheel,  and 
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loads,  and  loads,  and  loads  of  sand  dumped  into 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  gizzard. 

Men  and  women  of  great  temper  must  let  the 
Spirit  of  God  keep  His  hand  upon  the  throttle 
and  His  eye  upon  the  rail. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  take  these 
tempers  of  ours  and  put  them  in  the  furnace  of 
fire,  the  furnace  heated  to  a white  heat,  and  there 
burn  and  turn  and  blend  and  mend  and 
temper  and  mould  until  these  tempers  shall  come 
out  rightly  tempered,  and  when  that  time  comes 
these  men  and  women  are  ready  for  the  largest 
possible  service. 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering.” 
THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

‘TAe  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering,^^ 

To  get  even  is  the  first  impulse  of  a wounded 
human  heart. 

If  some  one  does  us  an  injury,  real  or  imagin- 
ary, the  first  impulse  is  to  vow,  “I  will  get  even.” 

But,  will  we  get  even? 

To  begin  with,  no  one  in  all  this  world  can  do 
us  a great  injury  without  first  dropping  to  a 
mighty  low  level  from  which  to  operate,  and  when 
we  announce  to  the  world  our  intention  to  get 
even,  we  announce  that  we  propose  to  slide  down 
to  that  same  low  level. 

To  do  us  wrong,  men  and  women  must  slide  to 
the  gutter,  and  to  get  even  with  those  who  do  us 
wrong,  we  must  likewise  slide  to  the  level  of  the 
gutter. 

Does  this  sort  of  an  investment  pay? 
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However  complete  our  victory  .over  this  sin- 
ning, erring  mortal  who  has  wronged  us,  no  mat- 
ter how  grievously,  the  time  comes  when  we  must 
come  back  from  the  gutter  levels  where  we  have 
been  doing  ‘‘evil  for  evil”  and  when  we  come  back 
we  will  need  to  be  thoroughly  fumigated  before 
we  are  let  back  into  the  church. 

To  go  to  the  gutter  for  revenge  is  to  bring 
back  the  markings  of  the  gutter. 

After  all,  no  person  in  all  this  world  can  do  us 
ill,  unless  we  first  unlock  the  door! 

Every  man  is  safe  within  the  citadel  of  his  own 
heart,  and  no  one  in  all  this  world  can  enter  that 
sacred  and  secure  place,  unless  he  first  unlock 
the  door. 

And  just  here,  it  is  not  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side that  we  need  most  to  fear,  but  the  enemy  that 
is  liable  to  come  to  be  on  the  inside — ^the  enemy 
that  will  slip  tlie  latch  and  open  the  door. 

The  child  of  God,  to  be  sure,  must  guard 
against  attacks  without,  but  he  must  guard  more 
against  insurrections  within. 

He  who  keeps  his  own  heart  is  greater  than  he 
who  takes  a thousand  cities,  for  victory  within 
means  the  battle  is  nine-tenths  won. 

God’s  servant  must  stand  ready  for  battle,  and 
when  a principle  is  involved,  God’s  servant  wfill 
draw  his  sword  and  stand  to  the  last  ditch,  but 
he  will  fight  in  love  and  not  in  hate. 

And,  too,  God’s  servant  must  be  sure  that  there 
is  a principle  involved! 

I have  gone  to  look  at  the  ox  in  the  ditch,  about 
which  church  members  talked  when  assuring  me 
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they  had  to  work  on  Sunday,  and  too  often  I 
found  it  was  not  an  ox,  but  a long-eared  animal 
with  a most  familiar  bray,  and  just  so,  I have  gone 
to  look  at  the  principles  over  which  some  church 
members  fought,  and  divided  churches,  and  I 
found  that  those  principles  were  principally  long- 
eared, braying  beasts,  with  two  legs  instead  of 
four. 

Revenge  is  not  sweet,  but  is  bitter  as  gall. 

Whoever  goes  out  seeking  revenge  is  taking 
the  lower  road  which  leads  back  to  the  jungle  and 
the  beast. 

Long-suffering,  patience,  and  forgiveness,  these 
lead  to  the  high  road  and  the  royal  road — to  peace 
and  Christ! 

There  is  no  investment  that  man  can  make,  of 
time  and  talent,  that  pays  so  little  dividends  in 
worth  while  things  as  the  investment  which  he 
makes  in  retaliation  or  revenge. 

Many  of  our  injuries  are  real  and  must  be 
dealt  with  as  such,  and  many  of  our  injuries  are 
only  imaginary  injuries,  and  are  to  be  dealt  with 
as  other  things  are  dealt  with  that  belong  in  the 
world  of  fancy  or  the  w^orld  of  dreams. 

Some  people  are  forever  getting  their  feelings 
hurt  because  they  persist  in  allowing  their  feel- 
ings to  spread  all  over  fourteen  city  blocks. 

You  cannot  discuss  war,  politics  or  peace  in  the 
neighboring  block  without  these  egotistical  human 
w^arts  jumping  to  the  decision  that  you  are  slan- 
dering them,  or  conspiring  against  them! 

“You  rub  the  fur  the  wrong  way,”  said  some 
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one  to  the  famous  “Billy”  Sunday,  who  replied, 
“Let  the  fool  cat  turn  around,  then.” 

But  that  is  just  it;  if  you  start  to  rub  the  fur  the 
right  way,  with  some  folk,  the  astounding  fools 
would  turn  around! 

Down  at  the  bottom  of  divided  homes  and 
church  eruptions  and  neighborhood  feuds,  ordi- 
narily you  will  find  egotistical  or  supersensitive 
souls,  making  mountains  out  of  mole-hills,  which 
causes  the  devil  to  stir  up  the  fires,  and  look  for 
a larger  frying  pan. 

The  more  exacting  and  strenuous  the  work  we 
do,  the  more  necessary  that  we  have  the  guiding, 
steadying  hand  of  the  Spirit  upon  us. 

Every  great  impulse  has  beneath  it  a capacity 
both  for  good  and  evil. 

Great  lovers  can  be  great  haters,  and  speed 
t(»ward  heaven  can  be  made  speed  for  hell,  and 
the  whole-souled,  enthusiastic,  impulsive  man  or 
woman  must  watch  and  pray. 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering.” 
THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

“r/ie  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering,^^ 

Hate  is  death  and  love  is  life. 

He  who  hates  dies,  and  he  who  loves  lives. 

We  are  to  love  our  enemies,  not  for  our  enemies^ 
sake,  but  for  our  own  sake. 

He  who  hates  most  is  closest  death  and  damna- 
tion; and  he  who  loves  most,  is  closest  life  and 
heaven. 

“If  we  hate  our  brother,”  the  Holy  John  says, 
“we  are  a murderer.” 

And  that  declaration  is  true  in  more  ways  than 
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one,  for  when  hate  enters  a man’s  heart  every  ele- 
ment of  death  has  entered  his  heart,  and  if  he  does 
not  actually  commit  the  crime,  the  seed  of  the 
thing  is  in  him. 

To  save  ourselves,  enmity,  hatred,  and  unfor- 
giveness must  be  kept  from  these  hearts  of  otirs. 

More,  we  must  forgive  and  suffer  long  for 
Christ’s  sake. 

Cromwell,  when  dying,  prayed,  “Forgive  those 
who  would  trample  on  the  dust  of  a poor,  weak 
worm,  for  they  are  Thy  people  too.” 

It  takes  a big  man  to  realize  that  for  these  peo- 
ple, the  very  people  who  have  done  him  deepest 
injury,  that  for  these  Christ  suffered  and  bled  and 
died,  and  for  these,  too.  He  prayed,  “Father,  for- 
give them,  they  know  not  what  they  do.” 

When  we  come  to  look  under  this  evident  weak- 
ness and  wickedness  of  those  who  are  viciously  de- 
praved and  degenerate  and  vile,  and  underneath 
it  all  we  see  the  hand  that  was  nail-pierced,  and 
the  heart  that  was  broken,  and  the  revelation 
comes  that  for  just  such  as  these  the  cross  was  up- 
raised, then  hatred  and  malice  and  unforgiveness 
will  pass  away  as  the  mist  passes  before  the 
morning  sun. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  we  just  be  saved  from 
hate,  and  made  to  suffer  long  and  be  kind;  we 
must  become  a potent  influence  in  the  world  for 
good. 

We  must  love,  and  love  aggressively  and  en- 
thusiastically and  constructively. 

We  must  have  a definite  program  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  ills  of  the  people,  and  the  only  pro- 


54 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 


gram  that  can  be  effective  is  th@  program  that  is 
saturated  with  love. 

‘"It  is  hard  to  love  the  unlovable,”  you  say? 

Have  you  read  the  story  of  the  hermit  who  be- 
came so  disgusted  at  the  shocking  sin  and  vice  of 
the  world  that  he  finally  decided  to  leave  it  all? 

Up  to  the  mountains  he  went,  and  there  in  a 
cave  overlooking  the  valley,  and  overlooking  the 
little  city  far  away,  the  hermit  spent  his  dreary 
days. 

Sitting  there,  morose  and  sullen  and  rebellious, 
he  questioned  how  God  could  longer  stand  the 
nameless  insults  and  crimes  of  the  race. 

Finally  the  resolution  came,  “I  shall  stand  here 
on  the  mountainside,  with  arm  outstretched,  and 
that  arm  shall  never  be  lowered  until  God  sees 
and  until  God  destroys  the  people.” 

And  why  should  not  God  destroy? 

For  these  sinful,  unthankful  people  God  had 
painted  the  rainbow  and  made  the  lily,  and  creat- 
ed the  sunsets  and  flashed  a million  rays  of  light 
over  the  earth,  at  the  morning’s  beautiful  dawn. 

For  these  sinful,  unthankful  people  God  had 
made  the  fruits  to  grow,  the  harvests  to  come,  the 
flowers  to  blossom,  and  the  gentle  zephyrs  to  blow, 
and  all  this  without  stirring  an  impulse  of  appre- 
ciation in  their  hearts. 

They  should  be  swept  into  hell,  and  until  God 
sent  judgment  sure  and  awful  that  hand  would 
be  stretched  out  for  death. 

As  the  hermit  stood  there,  day  after  day,  hand 
outstretched,  two  little  birds  came,  and  built  a 
nest  in  his  hand. 
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He  had  stood  so  still,  through  the  awful  hate 
that  possessed  him,  they  did  not  know  that  he 
lived. 

For  fear  he  would  scare  them  away,  he  scarcely 
breathed,  and  as  he  watched  the  mother  bird, 
brooding  over  her  nest,  there  came  into  his  heart 
a great  pity  and  a deep  love. 

Soon  in  his  hand  was  the  cry  of  the  young,  and 
soon  the  world  at  his  feet  had  been  lost  to  him, 
through  the  fact  that  another  world  had  come  to 
exist,  and  this  time,  right  in  the  hollow  of  his 
hand. 

The  hand  that  had  been  stretched  out  in  anger, 
was  now  stretched  out  in  love,  and  the  anger  that 
had  once  made  him  strong  to  endure  had  now 
given  way  to  something  stronger,  and  the  arm  now 
remained  uplifted,  for  love  held  it  so. 

Then  the  revelation  came  to  the  hermit,  that  just 
as  this  little  world  in  his  hand  was  “his  world,” 
and  that  love  refused  to  let  him  dash  it  to  the 
ground,  so  this  world  of  ours  was,  “God’s  world,” 
and  that  while  He  sees  the  sin  and  the  weakness 
and  the  wickedness  of  the  race.  He  also  pities  and 
loves,  and  that  pity  and  that  love  will  not  let 
Him  dash  this  world  to  destruction. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  help  us  to  suffer  long  and 
be  kind,  and  will  guide  and  guard  these  hearts  of 
ours,  that  no  hatred  or  malice  or  unforgiveness 
shall  enter  there. 

Only  as  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  to  possess  us, 
can  we  say,  “Being  reviled,  we  bless;  being  per- 
secuted, we  suffer;  being  defamed,  we  entreat.” 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long-suffering.” 


TALK  NUMBER  FIVE 


‘T/ie  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering^  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meek- 
ness, and  temperance Gal.  5:22,  23. 

fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — gentleness.^’ 

HE  automobile,  they  say,  has  divided  the 
human  family  into  two  classes  and  those 
two  classes  are  called  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

In  the  evolution  of  things,  or  revolution  of 
things,  or  devolution  of  things,  the  old  family 
horse  has  passed  from  the  stage  of  human  activity. 

This  is  a fast  age  and  the  old  family  horse  could 
not  travel  fast  enough,  and  so  horses  of  steel  were 
made,  and  men  and  women  now  rush  like  the  wind, 
most  of  them  hurrying,  scurrying,  but  going  no- 
where in  particular. 

As  a rule  those  who  rush  through  life  under  the 
greatest  momentum  are  the  very  ones  who  are 
going  nowhere,  and  have  nothing  to  do  when  they 
get  there. 

The  old  family  horse! 

What  sacred  memories  are  stirred  to  action  by 
such  a reminder! 

The  old  family  horse! 

He  was  a great  deal  slower  than  the  horse  of 
steel  and  wheel  and  wing  which  man  builds,  but  a 
great  deal  surer. 

Driving  the  old  family  horse  you  were  gone 
longer  when  you  went  away  but  you  were  a great 


57 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 

deal  more  certain  of  coming  back,  and  you  still 
looked  like  a human  and  your  soul  was  intact 
when  you  returned. 

The  old  family  horse! 

He  was  always  ready,  high  noon  or  midnight, 
Fourth  of  July  or  Christmas,  society  or  circus, 
Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday. 

You  did  not  have  to  crank  him  to  get  him  go- 
ing, and  when  he  was  started  he  had  no  tires  to 
puncture  and  never  ran  out  of  gasoline! 

Perfectly  gentle,  thoroughly  reliable  and  unfail- 
ingly workable! 

You  could  ride  him  and  lead  him  and  drive 
him. 

You  could  drive  him  double  or  single  or  tan- 
dem! 

You  could  put  him  in  the  lead,  or  in  the  mid- 
dle or  in  the  rear. 

He  would  not  bite,  and  he  would  not  balk,  and 
he  would  not  lie  down,  and  he  would  not  kick  and 
he  would  not  run  away. 

Father  could  drive  him,  mother  could  drive  him, 
sister  could  drive  him,  and  the  children  could 
drive  him,  and  when  the  children  drove  off  down 
town  mother  did  not  run  to  the  window  every  few 
minutes  to  see  if  she  could  see  a crowd  of  men 
bringing  the  “remains”  back  home,  for  she  knew 
as  a mother  knows  that  the  good  old  family 
horse  would  bring  that  happy  bunch  safely  back 
home. 

Sure  enough,  down  the  street  mother  hears  a 
whoop,  and  runs  to  the  door  in  glad  expectation. 
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to  see  the  old  family  horse  come  jogging  down  the 
street  and  ribbons  and  hair  flying  from  several 
bobbing  heads  crowded  in  the  old  buggy. 

Those  were  the  days  that  had  music  in  them — 
music  such  as  the  brook  makes  yonder  beneath 
the  trees. 

Personally,  I like  the  old  family  horse  and  1 
still  have  him,  and  for  reliability  and  for  socia- 
bility and  for  dumb  devotion,  I would  not  trade 
him  for  all  the  automobiles,  and  Fords,  that  have 
ever  been  made.  I do  not  know  that  there  is  a 
‘‘horse  heaven,”  but  I believe  there  is.  If  there 
be  a horse  heaven  I trust  and  pray  that  every  one 
of  these  old  family  horses  will  find  their  elevator 
going  “up,”  and  that  throughout  the  ceaseless  ages 
of  eternity  these  old  faithfuls  will  be  privileged  t© 
stand  in  red  clover  and  alfalfa  up  to  their  knees 
and  drink  of  waters  as  clear  and  as  pure  as  the 
spring  waters  of  the  wonderful  Ozarks  of  Arkan- 
sas and  that  throughout  all  Eternity. 

Now,  here,  briefly,  is  the  picture  that  I think 
St.  Paul  wanted  to  get  before  us — barring  the 
automobile,  in  announcing  to  us  something  of  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Christian  life. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  take  us 
and  break  us  and  harness  us,  and  make  us  relia- 
ble, perfectly  gentle  and  unfailingly  workable! 

GENTLE  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

The  appalling  fact  of  most  every  church  is 
that  of  the  hundreds  of  men  and  women  in  the 
church,  thoroughly  competent  and  with  time  for 
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work,  only  a heart-breaking  few  of  them  have  ever 
had  the  harness  on. 

Multitudes  of  our  church  members  have  never 
been  curried,  or  stabled,  or  haltered. 

Of  the  few  who  have  been  broken  to  the  harness 
and  trained  to  work,  a large  per  cent  are  work- 
able only  on  condition. 

They  will  wear  the  harness  and  keep  the  tugs 
tight,  provided  you  allow  them  to  go  at  the  head 
of  the  procession! 

If  you  will  bedeck  them  with  a silver  trimmed 
harness  and  a bridle  with  all  the  frills  and 
flounces  on,  and  will  stand  them  at  the  head  of  the 
line-up,  they  will  stand  there,  and  prance  there, 
world  without  end,  amen  and  amen! 

And  about  eleven-tenths  of  these  prancing,  pro- 
cession-leading church  members  are  like  a fifteen- 
cent  nag  with  a fifty-dollar  outfit  on. 

Now,  every  man  and  woman  who  joins  the 
church  ought  to  be  made  to  work. 

They  should  have  the  harness  put  on  them  and 
they  should  be  hitched  to  the  Gospel  Chariot,  and 
they  should  be  worked  or  killed! 

The  church  is  for  ‘‘sweaters”  and  not  for  “set- 
ters.” 

There  is  a work  that  every  saved  man  can  do, 
and  has  got  to  do,  and  if  he  does  not  work  he 
dies. 

In  selecting  men  and  women  for  leadership  in 
the  church,  they  should  not  be  selected  because  of 
what  they  “have,”  but  because  of  what  they  “are.” 

I was  in  a church  recently  where  every  man  se- 
lected and  every  woman  selected  for  positions  of 
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responsibility  in  the  church  had  been  se- 
lected because  of  his  or  her  finan- 
cial standing,  and  card  playing,  dancing 
theater-going,  prayerless,  Godless  members  had 
been  landed  in  almost  every  official  position  in 
the  church,  and,  it  is  needless  to  say,  that  church 
\vas  a hissing  and  a by-word  in  the  mouth  of  the 
unsaved,  and  a stench  in  the  nostrils  of  God. 

There  is  a place  for  all,  and  a work  for  all, 
and  fortunate  is  that  pastor  who  can  wisely  select 
his  workers,  and  place  them  all,  and  keep  all 
busy. 

Take  some  of  these  pretended  thoroughbreds 
away  from  the  conspicuous  places  of  the  church, 
and  strip  them  of  their  paraphernalia,  hitch  them 
up  back  at  the  tongue,  where  there  is  hard  work, 
lots  of  dust  and  no  one  to  see,  and  you  will  soon 
discover  just  how  much  of  thoroughbreds  they 
are. 

Some  pastors  have  tried  that. 

They  have  slipped  up  on  the  blind  side  of 
certain  meek  and  gentle  leaders,  and  have  eased 
the  work  harness  on,  and  buckled  the  hames  and 
hooked  the  tugs,  and  then  cracked  the  whip. 

That  church  member  looked  around  and  saw 
that  some  of  the  furbelows  had  been  left  off  of 
his,  or  her,  harness,  and  that  he,  or  she,  had  been 
taken  from  the  lead  and  had  been  hitched  back 
at  the  tongue,  and  that  said  church  member  bow- 
ed the  back,  and  the  fireworks  began! 

When  I came  along  six  months  later,  that  poor, 
tired,  puzzled,  bewildered,  leg-aching  pastor  was 
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still  out  on  the  public  highway,  with  a market 
basket,  picking  up  the  splinters! 

You  take  the  average  circle  of  meek-eyed,  ap- 
parently docile  church  members,  and  about  half 
of  them  have  just  the  “pieces”  of  a work  har- 
ness hanging  to  them  as  they  enter  the  house  of 
prayer ! 

Now,  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
take  these  bucking,  balking,  or  unbroke  church 
members,  and  it  is  His  work  to  halter,  and  curry, 
and  harness,  and  break,  and  train,  and  when  the 
Spirit  of  God  does  the  work  the  work  is  well 
done,  and  that  church  member  will  work  any- 
where at  anytime,  day  or  night,  Fourth  of  July 
or  Christmas,  winter  or  summer,  church  rheum- 
atism, church  neuralgia,  or  what  not. 

GENTLE  PARENTS 

^'The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — gentleness'^ 

The  old-fashioned  home  did  not  have  to  have 
a sign  hanging  around,  “If  you  want  to  know 
who  is  boss  here,  start  something,”  for,  without 
starting  anything,  every  person  in  that  house 
knew  who  was  the  head  of  the  house. 

And  a house  must  have  a head,  just  like  a 
bank,  or  a manufacturing  industry,  or  an  army, 
or  a woman. 

A headless  household  means  a household  where 
disorder  and  rebellion  run  riot. 

A well  regulated  and  well  ordered  household 
is  not  the  work  of  providence,  or  the  freak  of 
fate,  but  is  the  result  of  a definite  program, 
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carefully  worked  out  and  undeviatingly  adhered 
to. 

What  is  more  beautiful  in  all  this  world  than 
a well  regulated,  orderly  household,  where  every- 
thing moves  like  a piece  of  well  regulated  and 
well  oiled  machinery,  and  where  there  is  no 
friction  and  no  missing  of  cogs  and  no  slipping 
of  belts,  and  w^here  the  sand  never  gets  in  the 
bearings  or  the  boxings? 

Now  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
make  the  household  attractive,  harmonious  and 
peaceful. 

The  Spirit  of  God  can  pull  down  the  mountains 
and  fill  up  the  valleys  and  smooth  down  the 
rough  places,  and  make  the  home  road  the  most 
delightful  road  in  all  this  world  to  travel. 

But  to  do  this,  the  Spirit  of  God  must  have 
complete  control — father,  mother  and  children! 

The  average  child’s  conception  of  the  Spirit- 
filled  life  is  that  the  Spirit  of  God  takes  father 
or  mother  and  puts  them  to  thinking  about  heav- 
en so  intently  that  they,  as  children,  can  run  the 
streets  day  and  night,  and  become  a law  and  a 
standard  unto  themselves. 

The  average  child  wants  father  and  mother  to 
have  the  vision  of  Jacob’s  ladder,  but  they  want 
that  ladder  to  stick  into  the  air  so  high  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  it  ever  getting  down  to  earth 
and  to  practical,  every-day  affairs. 

The  average  child  wants  Paul’s  injuncition, 
“Children  obey  your  parents,”  changed  into  “Par- 
ents obey  your  children,”  and  they  all  but  pray 
for  those  evil  days  to  come,  of  which  St.  Paul 
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warned,  when  children  would  be  “disobedient  to 
parents,”  riding  rough-shod  over  all  love  and  all 
law! 

Thank  God,  not  all  children  are  built  on  this 
order,  but  the  majority  seem  to  tend  that  way. 

The  Holy  Spirit  knows  the  heart-breaking  re- 
sponsibilities and  perplexities  which  parents  have 
to  daily  face  or  daily  bear,  and  while  the  Spirit 
of  God  keeps  the  heart  quiet,  and  the  heart  gentle, 
nevertheless,  there  is  back  of  this  gentleness,  a 
firmness  that  carries  with  it  the  powers  and 
stabilities  of  a great  conviction. 

Parents  must  remember  the  “gentleness  and 
meekness”  of  Christ,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
must  remember  that  God  chose  Abraham,  because 
God  knew  that  Abraham — ^meek  Abraham — would 
“command  his  children  after  him.” 

Children  in  these  days  run  too  quickly  to  head. 

They  are  like  a crop  of  oats  in  a dry  season,  all 
heads,  and  not  always  specially  heavy  at  that. 

Bolshevism  is  nothing  new  to  the  average  par- 
ent; he  has  been  acquainted  with  these  periodical 
eruptions  and  revolutions  since  his  oldest  child 
was  a baby! 

Some  one  will  run  the  house,  and  if  the  parents 
do  not  the  children  will  and  the  child  that  is  not 
taught  strict  obedience  in  the  home  will  have  a 
hard  time  learning  strict  obedience  out  in  the 
world! 

Most  of  the  lawlessness  and  dishonesty  and 
trickeries  of  the  world  today  were  inherited  by 
children,  or  acquired  by  children,  when  in  the 
home. 
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The  Holy  Spirit  will  put  the  firm  and  gentle 
Christ  as  the  head  of  the  house  and  will  under- 
take to  make  children  and  parents  into  something 
of  the  Christ  likeness. 

GENTLE  PASTORS 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — gentleness 

All  spiritual  life  is  the  direct  outflow  of  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

All  spiritual  power  is  the  direct  outflow  of 
spiritual  life. 

Men  will  possess  spiritual  life  and  power 
only  as  they  place  themselves  in  vital  contact 
with  the  source  of  all  spiritual  life  and  power. 

To  bear  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  men  must  aban- 
don themselves  to  the  fruit  bearing  Spirit. 

The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  gentleness,  and  men 
can  not  loiow  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of 
Christ,  except  as  they  surrender  themselves  to  the 
One  who  can  make  definitely  real  these  graces. 

And  there  is  no  higher  laudation  than  to  be 
spoken  of  as  a Christian  gentleman. 

Everything  big  and  broad  and  beautiful  is 
comprised  in  the  circle  in  which  a Christian  gentle- 
man walks. 

The  church  leader,  of  all  men,  must  be  a gentle- 
man, and  the  minister  who  has  learned  the  art, 
or  secret,  of  controlling  his  own  spirit  has  become 
greater  than  the  man  who  leads  armies  or  captures 
cities. 

Jesus  Christ,  first  of  all,  was  a gentleman. 

He  was  the  peer  of  all  peers  and  the  per- 
fection of  all  perfections,  but,  high  over  all,  He 
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was  a courteous,  considerate,  sympathetic  gentle* 
man. 

And  yet,  let  us  not  misunderstand  this  term! 
To  be  a gentleman  means  something  more 
than  observing  the  common  courtesies  that  have 
to  do  with  negative  nothings,  it  means  something 
vastly  more  than  conforming  to  all  the  rules  of 
the  well-bred.  To  be  a gentleman  of  the  high- 
est order  of  Christian  citizenship  ^ means  to  be 
positively  and  courageously  against  all  hypocrisy 
and  evil  everywhere  of  whatever  name  and  of 
whatever  affiliation. 

In  the  presence  of  the  fallen  woman,  all  tender- 
ness and  compassion,  Jesus  said,  “Neither  do  I 
condemn  thee,  go  and  sin  no  more.” 

In  the  presence  of  the  Pharisees  and  Scribes, 
with  a voice  of  thunder,  it  was,  “Woe  unto  you 
Pharisees,  Scribes,  and  hypocrites — whitened 
sepulchres — full  of  dead  men’s  bones  and  all 
uncleanness — ye  serpents,  ye  offspring  of  vipers, 
how  shall  you  escape  the  damnation  of  hell.” 

To  the  dying  thief  who  cried,  “Remember  me 
when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom,”  full  of 
pity  and  profound  concern,  Jesus  answers,  “To- 
day thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  Paradise.” 

To  the  money-changers  He  became  a veritable 
storm  cloud,  as  with  whip  and  cords  He  drove 
them  pell-mell  from  the  house  of  God. 

The  charge  is  being  made  in  some  quarters  that 
the  ministry  has  lost  its  punch! 

A certain  prominent  business  man,  writing 
anonymously  in  a leading  magazine  on  the  ques- 
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tion,  ‘‘What  does  the  ministry  mean  to  me,”  as 
much  as  answered,  “It  is  a grandmother  proposi- 
tion— with  no  reflection  on  my  grandmother.” 

We  can  guess,  with  our  eyes  shut,  the  type  of 
preaching  he  had  been  hearing ! 

It  had  been  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the 
Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God, 
and  Love,  Love,  Love,  until  he  had  come  to  look 
upon  God  as  only  an  old,  negative,  vacillating 
granddaddy  and  the  ministry  as  a namby-pamby 
sloppy  thing — ^he  had  been  preached  to  on  love 
until  he  was  love-sick. 

The  pastor  needs  the  gentleness  of  Christ, 
backed  up  with  the  courage  and  conviction  and 
tremendous  drive  of  Christ. 

While  our  citizenship  is  in  heaven,  we  have 
something  to  do  beside  speculate  which  lot  we 
are  going  to  get,  and  what  sort  of  tile  the  bath- 
room floor  will  have. 

There  remaineth  a rest  for  the  people  of  God, 
and  the  “sweet  bye  and  bye”  is  to  be  considered 
and  anticipated,  but  light  now  we  are  face  to 
face  with  the  “dirty  now  and  now  ” and  the  pas- 
tor must  sometimes  draw  his  sword  and  stick  it 
to  the  hilt  into  the  corruption  and  dishonesty  that 
is  all  about. 

GENTLE  EVANGELISTS 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — gentleness, 

There  is  such  a thing  as  being  overtrained. 

Some  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fellows  have  taken  physical 
culture  until  they  have  muscles  hanging  on  their 
arms  like  a lump  on  a lumpy- jawed  cow,  and 
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yet  if  it  were  not  for  the  steady  income  of  their 
parents  they  would  starve  to  death. 

The  man  who  hasn’t  anything  but  muscle  is 
next  door  to  bankruptcy. 

Now  then,  if  the  pastorate  has  stood  in  any 
danger  of  losing  the  punch  the  evangelistic  fra- 
ternity has  had  a tendency  to  overdevelop  the 
‘Vallop.” 

The  punch  is  about  the  only  asset  of  some 
would-be  workers  in  the  evangelistic  field. 

It  doesn’t  take  courage  in  any  quantities  what- 
soever to  go  into  a town,  roll  up  the  sleeves,  and 
denounce  the  pastors  and  the  churches  and  the 
people,  and  strut  about  as  a modern  cavalier  and 
an  ancient  Sampson,  and,  in  fact,  much  of  this 
indiscriminate  denunciation  of  the  church  is  an 
attempted  play  at  the  galleries,  and  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  winning  the  plaudits  of  the  church 
haters  or  the  gang,  end  is  downright  cowardly! 

With  all  its  imperfection,  the  church  is  of  God, 
and  there  is  no  other  leadership  in  the  world 
today,  in  spiritual  things,  outside  that  which  the 
church  provides,  and  when  we  discount  the  church 
and  discredit  the  ministry  we  are  only  creating 
greater  chaos  in  religious  affairs,  and  making  the 
darkness  more  hopelessly  intense. 

Evil  should  be  denounced  everywhere  and  under 
every  condition  and  circumstance,  but  that  can 
be  done  without  making  the  church  a ‘‘carcass” 
working  with  maggots,  and  the  preacher  a com- 
promising coward  serving  for  his  pittance  in 
silver  or  currency  or  promises. 
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Evangelism  has  had  too  much  of  the  pugna- 
cious and  too  much  of  the  knock-do wn-and-drag- 
oiit,  and  too  little  of  the  “meekness  and  gentleness 
of  Christ,”  with  the  compassionate  note  and  the 
constructive  program. 

Too  many  evangelists  have  a regular  schedule, 
and  they  run  on  that  schedule  whether  they  are 
in  Sodom  or  Jerusalem,  San  Francisco  or  in  the 
city  of  brotherly  love. 

Their  program  calls  for  “fire-works,”  and  fire- 
works they  must  have. 

If  there  are  no  real  men  to  knock  down,  they 
stuff  bags  full  of  shucks  and  straw,  and  using 
these  for  men,  they  knock  the  “fillin’  ” out  of 
these  imitation  men. 

Evangelism  for  tomorrow  must  carry  more  of 
the  constructive  note. 

Evangelism  for  tomorrow  must  possess  more 
adaptability  and  elasticity,  and,  over  and  above 
everything  else,  it  must  be  more  considerate  and 
more  cultured  and  more  gentle. 

Evangelists  set  a high  standard  of  Christian 
living,  and  of  necessity  so,  and  while  they  are 
calling  the  church  and  the  world  to  the  high  stan- 
dard of  Ihe  tpirit-filled  life,  they  themselves 
must  seek  to  be  less  uncouth  and  less  unrefined 
and  less  dictatorial  and  less  pugnacious. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  save  evangelism  from  be- 
coming abnormal,  either  negatively  or  positively. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  save  evangelists  from 
becoming  lop-sided  and  extreme. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  keep  evangelism  from< 
magnifying  non-essentials. 
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The  Holy  Spirit  will  keep  the  heart  warm  and 
the  head  cool  and  will  teach  the  evangelistic 
worker  to  recognize  and  see  the  general  fitness  of 
things,  and,  over  and  above  everything  else,  will 
develop  in  this  special  worker  the  needed  charac- 
teristics of  a gentleman. 

Evangelism  has  run  too  much  to  rough  stuff, 
and  the  church  has  grown  sick  of  it,  and  is  re- 
pudiating it. 

Christ  was  a gentleman  first,  last  and  all  the 
time,  and  evangelists  can  aim  at  no  higher  goal 
than  to  direct  all  their  energies  and  powers  toward 
the  high  level  of  a Christian  gentleman. 

‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — gentleness.” 


TALK  NUMBER  SIX 


The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness 
and  temperance^**  Gal.  5:22,  23. 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — goodness^ 

HE  first  essential  in  building  a great  church, 
so  some  church  folk  think,  is  that  of  secur- 
ing a great  preacher. 

The  first  essential  of  a great  preacher,  so  these 
folk  think,  is  that  he  have  personal  appearance, 
be  intelligent  and  eloquent. 

Once  the  church  is  supplied  with  a great  preach- 
er, the  church  is  out  and  off  on  its  successful 
run. 

However,  the  first  essential  in  building  a great 
church  is  not  that  of  securing  a preacher  of  per- 
sonal appearance  and  the  gift  of  conversation. 

A successful  church  does  not  begin  there,  much 
less  end  tliere. 

The  problem,  after  all,  does  not  centralize  in 
the  pulpit,  but  it  does  centralize  in  the  pew. 

I have  found  some  great  churches  whose  suc- 
cesses could  not  be  traced  to  the  pulpit,  just  as  I 
have  found  some  great  preachers  who  were  wear- 
ing their  hearts  out  trying  to  pull  a church  that 
was  dead. 

The  man  who  is  going  on  the  road  may  need 
what  the  w^brld  calls  a “gift  of  gab,”  but  the 
amount  of  business  which  he  does  for  his  house 
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will  not  depend  alone  on  the  line  of  conversation 
which  he  puts  out. 

Back  of  the  good  line  of  conversation  there  must 
be  the  good  goods.  The  hard-headed  business 
man  maj  listen  with  the  fullest  interest  to  the 
eloquent  and  convincing  arguments  and  appeals 
which  the  traveling  salesman  puts  up,  but  the 
real  test  comes  when  the  hard-headed  business 
man  asks  for  a look  at  the  ‘‘Samples.” 

If  the  samples  are  in  keeping  with  the  splen- 
did spiel  which  the  man  has  made,  or  even  bet- 
ter, he  may  sell  goods,  and  a lot  of  them. 

If  his  samples  are  all  wool  and  a yard  wide, 
the  sort  that  does  not  rip,  ravel  and  run  down  at 
the  heel,  he  will  do  business  with  that  hard-head- 
ed business  man. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  his  samples  are  shelf- 
worn  and  shoddy  and  moth-eaten  and  musty,  his 
good  line  of  conversation  goes  for  nothing,  and 
the  order  is  not  forthcoming. 

Just  so  with  the  church  and  the  preacher  and 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

A preacher  may  preach  like  Gabriel,  and  sway 
the  audiences  with  his  personality  and  magnet- 
ism and  eloquence,  and  stack  up  arguments  that 
would  convince  an  Ingersoll,  but  when  the  great 
message  is  delivered  the  hard-headed  sinners  say, 
“That  sounds  plumb  good,  Mr.  Preacher,  but  just 
wait  until  I look  at  your  samples.” 

And  here  comes  the  real  test,  the  test  by  which 
all  things  religious  are  to  stand  or  fall. 

The  sinner  turns  to  the  pew  to  see  if  the  gos- 
pel which  the  preacher  has  preached  works  on 
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those  who  make  the  church,  and  when  the  inves- 
tigation is  done  the  sinner  is  convinced  that  the 
thing  is  real  or  unreal  by  what  he  finds  in  the 
lives  of  the  professing  church  members. 

If  church  members  are  saved  by  “profession” 
but  damned  by  the  daily  practice,  the  preacher’s 
efforts  will  be  just  as  barren  of  spiritual  fruit 
as  the  average  ball  room  flirt  is  barren  of  high 
ideals. 

It  isn’t  more  preaching  we  need,  or  better 
preaching,  but  it  is  that  we  need,  and  need  badly, 
more  practicing  out  of  the  plain  simple  teachings 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  isn’t  that  we  need  brighter  lights  in  the  pul- 
pit, but  it  is  that  we  need  a steadier  glow  in  the 
pew! 

It  isn’t  the  Christ  of  the  sermon  that  wdns  men 
but  the  everyday  Christ  of  the  pew. 

Too  many  church  members  are  looking  to  the 
preachers  to  build  a great  church,  when  the  world 
is  looking  to  the  church  member  for  a Christ- 
like  walk  and  conversation. 

Whether  the  preacher  convinces  the  sinner  of 
his  need  of  Christ  or  not  will  depend  on  just  how 
much  the  member  in  the  pew  demonstrates  that 
Christ  can  do  the  work. 

GOODNESS  CONTAGIOUS 

According  to  Christ’s  philosophy,  to  make  a 
good  man  was  to  produce  good  men. 

He  believed  that  goodness  was  contagious. 

He  believed  that  nothing  would  bring  men 
to  God  like  good  men  to  reveal  God. 
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He  believed  that  to  get  a man  filled  with  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  to  produce  a life  that  was  im- 
measurable in  its  outreach  for  good. 

Goodness  begets  goodness! 

Jesus  knew  that  when  Andrew  had  been  won 
to  God  he  would  find  his  brother,  Peter,  and  that 
when  Peter  had  been  won  he  would  preach  the 
sermon  of  the  day  of  Pentecost  and  sweep  three 
thousand  souls  into  the  Kingdom. 

Jesus  knew  that  when  the  woman  of  Samaria 
had  been  persuaded  to  drink  of  the  living  waters 
she  would  immediately  run  to  the  city  with  an  en- 
thusiasm and  earnestness  that  would  send  a wave 
of  religious  power  all  over  sleepy  Sychar  and 
the  country  near  and  far. 

Jesus  knew  that  when  Saul  of  Tarsus  had 
been  made  obedient  to  the  heavenly  vision  that 
he  in  turn  would  command  his  thousands  to  like- 
wise bow  in  glad  submission  to  the  power  of 
love,  and  that  through  that  surrendered,  spirit- 
filled  life,  blessings,  like  a sweet  rosary,  would 
float  out  to  all  the  world. 

Christ  knew  that  the  need  of  His  day  and  age 
is  the  need  of  every  day  and  every  age,  and  He 
persistently,  and  definitely  and  untiringly,  work- 
ed to  create  good  men  and  women. 

Not  so  much  a work  of  dealing  with  crowds, 
with  the  effort  to  make  the  crowds  good,  but 
rather  a definite  effort  to  deal  with  the  individual 
to  make  the  individual  good  first. 

Christ  knew  that  Samaria  would  receive  the 
Word,  once  Philip  had  become  spirit-filled. 

Christ  knew  that  Antioch  would  crown  Christ, 
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once  St.  Peter  was  gripped  and  moved  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

Christ  knew  that  Idols’  Temples  at  Ephesus 
would  go  crashing  into  the  dust,  once  St.  Paul  be- 
came swayed  and  dominated  and  actuated  by  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

Let  the  Holy  John  be  filled  with  the  spirit, 
and  the  New  Jerusalem  immediately  swings  into 
view. 

Let  Luther  become  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and 
Germany  is  moved  by  the  mighty  power  of  Ood. 

Let  Knox  become  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and 
Scotland  stretches  herself  at  the  feet  of  Christ. 

Let  Wesley  become  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and 
England  experiences  the  greatest  religious  up- 
heaval in  her  history,  and  is  saved  from  anarchy 
and  ruin. 

Let  Booth  be  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  a 
mighty  movement  is  set  under  way  to  carry  life 
and  hope  and  salvation  to  the  submerged  tenth 
of  the  earth’s  millions  of  unfortunates. 

Let  Moody  be  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  all 
America  is  melted  beneath  the  messages  of  a 
Father  love  and  care. 

Goodness  propagates  goodness! 

Good  men  produce  good  men. 

The  only  way  to  make  a city  good,  or  a nation 
good,  or  the  world  good,  is  to  begin  in  the  in- 
dividual heart  and  make  the  heart  good! 

All  the  machinery  in  the  world  cannot  make 
good  men. 

All  the  money  in  the  world  cannot  make  good 
men. 
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Machinery  and  money  are  a curse  and  a bur- 
den unless  back  of  machinery  and  money  we  have 
the  consecrated  life  and  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

Our  great  ‘Tor ward  movements”  of  today  will 
prove  to  be  “backward  movements,”  if  in  the 
enthusiasm  and  egotism  of  raising  vast  sums  of 
money  we  forget  the  place  of  power — the  place 
where  God  dwells. 

Of  what  use  are  our  millions  for  missions,  if 
we  have  not  Spirit  filled,  praying  missionaries 
to  go  to  the  dark  places  of  the  earth? 

Of  what  use  is  the  vast  and  complicated  ma- 
chinery which  we  build,  unless  the  Holy  Ghost 
put  fire  and  life  and  power  behind  the  ma- 
chinery ? 

THE  CHRIST  IDEAL 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — GOODNESS,”  and 
we  must  get  back  to  that. 

We  have  lost  the  Christ  vision  and  the  Christ 
method,  and  from  making  the  world  good  by 
winning  individual  men  and  women  to  a Godly 
walk  and  conversation  we  have  turned  to  build 
great  programs  and  talk  about  “nations  re- 
deemed.” 

We  are  raising  staggeringly  large  amounts  of 
world  “visions”  and  world  machinery  and  world 
action. 

And  all  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  what  is 
just  before  us. 

Under  a federated  banner,  including  Univer- 
salists  and  Unitarians  and  higher  critics  and 
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lower  critics,  the  whole  church  world  is  to  unite 
in  a great  world  movement  for  a world’s  redemp- 
tion. 

Those  who  fail  to  unite  in  this  great  “world 
program,”  walking  arm  in  arm  with  the  refined 
infidel  and  the  Christ  rejector,  will,  of  course, 
be  branded  as  intolerant,  religious  bigots,  so 
narrow  between  the  eyes  that  they  can  not  fail 
to  make  a fair  specimen  for  the  religious  museum. 

Already  a conference  has  been  called  of  “dis- 
tinguished” women,  in  connection  \vith  this  world 
program,  women  who  have  been  distinguished 
mostly  through  their  card  parties,  dances  and 
beer  suppers,  and  general  frivolity. 

These  unredeemed  men  and  women  are  to 
launch  a movement,  mind  you,  to  reach  the  unre- 
deemed of  the  heathen  worlds. 

Society  women  who  have  dogs  but  not  child- 
ren, and  who  have  dances  but  not  family  altars, 
and  who  have  card  parties  but  not  Bible  study, 
and  who  wear  low  necked  dresses  and  high  heeled 
slippers  and  who  spend  half  of  their  nights  in  the 
theatre  or  the  ball  room  are  now  to  sit  in  solemn 
assembly  and  discuss  the  best  methods  for  win- 
ning the  world  to  Christ. 

If  ever  there  were  a time  when  men  and  women 
need  to  be  exhorted,  “Physician  heal  thyself,”  it 
is  today,  and  if  ever  there  were  a time  when  the 
heathen  world  had  the  right  to  suggest  a com- 
mittee to  plan  the  evangelization  of  the  so-call- 
ed Christian  nations,  it  is  today. 
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These  are  the  days  of  the  spectacular  and  grand- 
iloquent. 

This  is  the  day  of  the  “dreaming  of  man-made 
dreams”  and  the  “scheming  of  man-made 
schemes.” 

It  is  the  day  in  which  the  “upper  chamber”  is 
traded  for  the  “banquet  hall.” 

It  is  the  day  in  which  the  “faith  once  deliver- 
ed” is  traded  for  “all  faiths  now  united.” 

It  is  a day  in  which  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  traded  for  the  power  of  the  “unholy  hosts.” 

It  is  a day  in  which  the  light  of  the  world  is  to 
be  diffused  through  a syndicated  agreement,  by 
which  the  heathen  world  is  to  be  saved  in  large 
sections,  and  that  by  the  operation  of  machinery 
and  the  manipulations  of  men. 

Certainly  all  men  everywhere  should  be  in  the 
fullest  sympathy  with  all  efforts,  let  them  origi- 
nate where  they  will,  that  look  to  the  betterment 
and  salvation  of  mankind,  but  those  movements 
must  be  in  keeping  with  the  plans  which  God  has 
arranged  and  must  be  carried  out  with  absolute 
dependence  upon  the  Spirit  of  God. 

The  Spirit  of  God  will  not  honor  that  which 
dishonors  Christ. 

The  Spirit  of  God  will  repudiate  that  which  re- 
pudiates Christ. 

Christian  men  and  women  must  have  a broad 
vision,  but  a vision  that  is  no  broader  than  the 
Cross  and  the  cleansing  blood. 

Godly  men,  spirit  filled,  with  the  machinery  and 
the  money  now  at  hand,  could  shake  the  world  for 
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Christ,  but  worldly  men,  with  worldly  plans  and 
worldly  organizations  and  worldly  workers,  will 
only  squander  the  millions  which  the  church  has 
gathered,  load  a few  million  unregenerated  people 
into  the  church,  and  more  hopelessly  mire  the 
church  in  failure  and  shame. 

THE  CRISIS  OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  church  today  is  facing  the  crisis  of  her 
centuries  of  wonderful  history. 

The  pendulum  of  the  world,  in  spiritual  things, 
is  swinging — swinging! 

The  future  of  the  church  will  be  determined  by 
the  action  of  the  church  leaders  and  that  within 
the  immediate  months,  or  years,  just  before  us. 

Will  the  church  be  turned  to  the  banquet  hall 
and  worldly  tactics,  or  to  the  upper  chamber  and 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost? 

Here  hangs  the  destiny  of  the  church. 

To  reach  the  nations  of  the  world  we  must  first 
reach  the  nation  itself. 

Nations  that  are  in  open  rebellion  against  the 
government  of  God  cannot  well  lead  a rebellious 
and  God-insulting  world  to  submit  to  the  righteous 
laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

To  reach  the  nation  we  must  drop  back  and 
reach  the  church. 

If  the  nation  is  saved  to  God  it  will  not  be  by 
the  lodge,  club,  library,  school  or  press,  but  by 
and  through  the  organized  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  church  is  God’s  lighthouse  to  the  world 
and  the  hope  of  the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  nation  cannot  be  reached  and  saved  unless 
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the  church  is  first  reached  and  thoroughly  saved. 

A prayerless,  indifferent,  worldly  church  can 
never  stir  itself,  much  less  the  nation. 

To  reach  the  church  we  must  turn  back  to  the 
home. 

The  standards  of  the  home  will  decide  the  stand- 
ards of  the  church  and  of  the  nation  and  of  the 
world. 

We  must  get  back  to  the  old-fashioned  Christian 
home,  with  its  family  altar  and  with  its  prophet 
chamber. 

Out  of  the  old-fashioned  homes  came  the  men 
and  women  who  have  stirred  entire  cities  ?.nd  na- 
tions with  judgment  day  earthquake,  and  we  must 
get  back  to  the  high  levels  of  the  consecrated  and 
dedicated  home. 

To  reach  the  home  we  must  reach  the  individ- 
ual, and  in  coming  back  to  the  individual  we  are 
coming  back  to  the  fountain  head,  at  which  Jesus 
Christ  worked,  and  from  which  Jesus  Christ  sent 
rivers  of  blessings  around  the  world. 

You  can’t  make  a dirty  man  clean  by  placing 
him  in  a clean  nightshirt! 

You  cannot  make  unregenerate  men  and  women 
pure  by  seeking  to  create  attractive  and  clean  sur- 
roundings. 

The  work  must  begin  with  the  man  himself, 
otherwise  he  will  make  the  nightshirt  unclean, 
and  make  the  surroundings  unclean. 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  goodness,”  and  when 
the  saving  powers  of  God  take  hold  of  a man,  and 
the  beautifying,  cleansing,  and  ennobling  work  of 


80 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 


the  Spirit  of  God  has  wrought  its  work,  then  you 
are  ready  to  work  from  this  man  out  to  the  better 
and  cleaner  environments,  and  through  this  man 
create  conditions  that  will  be  permanent. 

After  all,  we  will  never  make  the  home  pure 
and  the  church  pure  and  the  city  pure  and  the  na- 
tion pure  and  the  world  pure,  until  we  create 
purity  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

“The  wisdom,  or  religion,  that  is  from  above 
is  first  pure,”  warns  St.  James,  and  back  to  that  the 
church  must  turn,  if  her  efforts  to  save  the  world 
are  to  bear  fruit. 

We  are  drifting  too  far  from  the  old,  old  stand- 
ard of  purity! 

Call  it  what  you  may,  there  is  power,  thank 
God,  in  the  blood  of  Christ  to  wash  our  sins  away, 
and  not  alone  to  wash  them  away,  but  to  keep 
them  washed  away. 

“But  Christians  must  sin  every  day,”  some 
church  members  exclaim. 

All  such  teaching  is  an  insult  to  Christ  and  a 
lie. 

To  the  world  many  a preacher  preaches  a 
Christ  mighty  to  save  and  deliver. 

To  the  unsaved  of  the  world  many  a preacher 
holds  up  a Christ  who  can  wash  away  the  last  and 
least  remains  of  sin. 

To  the  sinner  many  a preacher  preaches  a Christ 
of  omnipotence  who  can  break  every  chain  that 
binds  and  enslaves  and  damns. 

But  to  the  church,  often  these  very  same  preach- 
ers preach  a Christ  of  awful  limitation  and  fail- 
ure. 
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“You  of  the  pew,”  the  teaching  is,  “must  sin 
every  day.  Christ  cannot  save  you  from  the  sins 
that  mar  the  beauty  of  your  Christian  character 
and  that  sap  away  your  influence  and  that  insult 
God.” 

If  Christ  can  save  the  sinner  and  make  him 
good,  Christ  can  save  the  individual  church  mem- 
ber and  make  him  good,  and  the  goodness  of  the 
Spirit  scattered  through  a saved  man’s  life  is 
the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  the  light  of  the  world. 


TALK  NUMBER  SEVEN 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness  and 
temperance’^  Gal.  5:22,  23. 

*^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith.” 

HE  eleventh  chapter  of  Hebrews  is  called 
the  great  faith  chapter. 

Here  faith  is  taken  up  experimentally  rather 
than  doctrinally. 

This  writer  does  not  undertake  to  give  us  a dis- 
quisition on  faith,  but  he  undertakes  to  set  before 
us  a series  of  pictures  that  illustrate,  in  a more 
wonderful  way,  the  tremendous  significance  of 
faith. 

That  all  men,  everywhere,  would  have  more  or 
less  of  difficulty  in  their  faith  life,  this  inspired 
writer  knew,  and  he  here  seeks  to  stand  before  us 
the  mighty  victors  of  faith  who,  in  ages  past  and 
gone,  honored  God  and  blessed  mankind! 

And  let  us  not  be  mistaken  as  to  the  type  of 
men  that  we  are  here  looking  upon. 

They  were  not  extraordinary  men — supernatur- 
al men! 

It  is  written  of  some  of  them  at  least,  that  they 
were  men  “subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are.” 

These  men  were  ordinary  men  from  the  ordi- 
nary walks  of  life,  possessed  with  all  the  human 
frailties  with  which  we  today  are  sorrowfully 
familiar,  but  these  ordinary  men  had  faith  in 
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the  extraordinary,  the  supernatural  God! 

These  men  fought  their  battles,  gained  their 
victories,  died  triumphantly  and  were  crowned 
eternally,  through  their  unwavering  faith  in  the 
love,  justice  and  power  of  the  eternal  and  omni- 
potent Creator. 

These  men  knew  that  by  faith  the  worlds  were 
framed  by  the  Word  of  God! 

These  men  knew  that  Abel  offered  unto  God  a 
more  excellent  sacrifice  than  Cain,  and  through 
the  channel  of  faith  received  the  witness,  God 
testifying  to  his  righteousness. 

These  men  knew  that  through  faith  Enoch 
walked  with  God,  and  that  at  a time  where  there 
were  no  churches  and  no  Bibles  and  no  song  books 
and  no  communion  of  saints,  and  through  this 
faith  was  finally  translated  and  saved  from  death. 

These  men  knew  that  Noah,  moved  with  fear 
but  prompted  by  faith,  built  for  himself  and 
family  an  ark  wherein  they  were  saved  from  the 
flood  which  swept  the  antediluvian  world  into 
a watery  grave. 

These  men  knew  that  when  God  called  Abra- 
ham, Abraham  unhesitatingly  followed  God’s 
voice,  going  out  into  a land  that  he  knew  not  of, 
and  through  his  loyalty  to  the  voice  of  God,  be- 
came the  friend  of  God  and  the  father  of  the 
faithful. 

Tliese  men  knew  that  when  God  called  Moses, 
Moses  responded,  and  through  his  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  God,  and  through  his  unques- 
tioning faith  in  God,  renounced  the  luxury  and 
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pomp  and  splendor  of  a king’s  court  and  chose 
instead  to  ‘‘suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,”  believing  God  had  something  ahead  that 
would  far  outshine  the  riches  of  Egyp"", 

These  men  knew  that  away  back  there  in  the 
earlier  dawn  of  Bible  history,  mighty  men  of 
God  looked  up  and  out,  to  the  city  which  “hath 
foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.” 

In  this  great  faith  chapter  we  have  something 
of  the  story  of  these  victors  of  faith,  and  what  a 
wonderful  story  is  recorded  there. 

By  faith  the  children  of  Israel  were  delivered 
out  from  under  the  crack  and  sting  of  the  task 
master’s  whip! 

By  faith  the  Red  Sea  was  made  to  open  up 
that  Israel  might  find  a dry  track  in  the  bed  of 
the  sea. 

By  faith  manna  fell  from  the  open  skies  and 
waters  gushed  from  the  smitten  rock  and  a pillar 
of  cloud  appeared  by  day  and  a pillar  of  fire 
by  night. 

Whole  books  could  be  written  of  Gideon  and 
of  ?arak  and  of  Samson  and  of  Jephthah  and  of 
David  and  of  Samuel  and  of  Elisha  and  of  Elijah 
and  of  Jacob,  who  through  faith  subdued  king- 
doms, wrought  righteousness,  obtained  promises, 
stopped  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence 
of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,  out  of 
weakness  were  made  strong,  waxing  valiant  in 
fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  aliens! 

These  were  the  victors  of  faith. 
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THE  SOURCE  OF  FAITH 

‘T/ie  [ruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith.^^ 

These  mighty  men  of  the  olden  days  were 
possessed  of  a second  sight,  or  the  inward  eye, 
or  the  sixth  sense. 

Let  them  turn  whatever  way  they  would,  and 
look  whichever  way  they  would,  they  seemed 
always  and  ever  to  see  God. 

They  are  divided  from  us  by  many  centuries, 
but  whether  in  arrogant  Chaldea  or  luxurious 
Egypt  or  the  lonely  and  sad  land  of  Palestine, 
they  caught  the  vision  of  the  possibility  and 
power  of  the  faith  life,  and  through  their  humble 
confidence  in  the  omnipo‘tent  God  they  walked 
into  some  of  the  mightiest  achievements  God’s 
servants  have  ever  known. 

Spiritual  leaders  are  never  man-made. 

All  the  solemn  rites  and  ostentatious  ceremonies 
of  the  church  and  of  the  school  cannot  create 
great  spiritual  leaders. 

Spiritual  leaders  are  made  from  heaven,  and 
are  known  everywhere  by  the  fruits  they  bear. 

“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  faith,”  and  we  cian- 
not  have  the  fruit  without  the  Spirit,  and  some  of 
these  days  the  church  will  come  to  realize  that 
only  as  the  faith  bestowing  Spirit  comes  to 
actually  possess  the  hearts  of  the  people  will 
there  come  into  these  hearts  that  faith  that  makes 
the  church  triumphant. 

Because  unspiritual  men  plan  great  programs 
for  a world  conquest,  it  is  no  evidence  that  they 
have  faith  in  God. 
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Too  often  we  fear  the  success  of  many  of  our 
great  enterprises  is  based  wholly  and  solely  upon 
the  ingenuity  and  cunning  and  manipulations 
and  efforts  of  men,  rather  than  upon  the  sin- 
killing,  life-begetting  powers  of  the  Third  Person 
of  the  Godhead. 

If  we  would  trade  our  banquet  halls  with  great 
conferences  of  worldly  men  and  women  for  the 
upper  chamber  with  the  chosen  few,  where  the 
old  time  power  was  found  through  fasting  and 
prayer,  there  would  be  some  hope  for  a revival, 
world  wide,  of  Holy  Ghost  power  and  purity. 

Who  was  it  that  took  Moses  from  the  Palace  of 
the  Pharaohs  and,  after  drilling  him  for  forty 
years  on  the  other  side  of  the  desert,  used  him  to 
deliver  two  million  slaves  out  of  bondage  and 
death? 

The  Spirit  of  God! 

Who  was  it  that  took  Elijah,  the  uncouth  man 
of  the  desert,  ard  made  him  the  mighty  firebrand 
before  whom  a whole  nation  was  flung  to  its  face 
crying,  “The  Lord  ha  is  God — The  Lord  he  is 
God?” 

The  Spirit  of  God! 

Who  was  it  that  took  the  rosy-faced  David, 
and  lifted  him  from  the  sheepfold  to  rule  over 
one  of  the  great  nations  of  history,  and  put  songs 
into  his  heart,  songs  that  have  been  translated 
into  all  languages  and  sung  around  the  world? 

The  Spirit  of  God ! 

Who  was  it  that  took  the  mighty  apostle  of 
repentance,  Tohn  the  Baptist,  and  through  his 
startling  warnings,  “Tlie  ax  is  laid  unto  the  root 
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of  the  tree,”  drew  thousands  into  the  desert  place 
and  to  genuine  repentance. 

The  Spirit  of  God ! 

Who  was  it  that  took  the  unlettered  fisherman, 
Peter,  from  the  lakes  and  the  nets  and  turn- 
ed him  into  the  mighty  preacher,  of  righteous- 
ness who  in  his  first  sermon,  in  the  new  dispensa- 
tion, swept  three  thousand  souls  into  the  King- 
dom of  God? 

The  Spirit  of  God! 

Who  was  it  tliat  led  out  Luther  and  Knox  and 
Wesley  and  Finney  and  Booth  and  Moody  and 
Spurgeon  and  Gordon  and  Jones  and  Chapman 
and  Torrey  and  Riley,  and  the  mighty  defenders 
of  the  faith,  in  these  and  other  days? 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  GOD 

While  it  is  true  that  these  men  were  the  vic- 
tors of  faith,  and  it  was  through  their  unquestion- 
ing faith  in  the  God  Eternal  that  they  shook  entire 
communities  or  states  or  countries  with  judgment 
day  earthquake,  yet  we  should  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  “Faith  is  a gift  of  God”  and  is  received 
only  through  the  abiding  power  and  presence  of 
the  Spirit. 

We  may  pray  for  faitli  from  now  till  the  judg- 
ment day  of  God,  but  faith  will  never  be  ours, 
can  never  be  ours,  until  we  let  the  faith  begetting, 
faith  increasing,  faith  perfecting  Spirit  of  God 
take  possession  of  our  hearts. 

And  let  us  remind  our  friends  everywhere  that 
it  is  one  thing  to  work  toward  some  goal  set  for 
us  by  the  vain  imaginings  of  men,  and  it  is  quite 
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another  thing  to  work  toward  the  goal  which  God 
sets  for  us,  by  His  Holy  Spirit. 

He  may  send  us  cut  on  a world  conquest,  and 
if  He  does  we  will  go  with  assurances  of  success, 
and  we  will  find  open  doors. 

Again,  He  may  set  us  to  the  more  lowly  tasks 
and  the  responsibilities  that  are  lying  at  our  door. 

When  we  have  the  program  of  the  Spirit,  how- 
ever, we  will  go  to  our  field,  at  home  or  abroad, 
with  joy  and  confidence  overflowing. 

‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith.” 

THE  EBB  AND  THE  FLOW 

‘T/ic  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith 

To  all  God’s  servants,  everywhere,  there  comes 
the  ebb  and  the  flow  in  the  faith  life. 

When  any  man  assures  me  that  he  has  reached 
a stationary  place  in  his  faith  life,  I know  that 
he  has  struck  bottom! 

Faith  grows  as  it  is  used,  and  weakens  and 
dwindles  and  possibly  dies  as  it  is  abused. 

To  possess  faith  one  must  meet  the  conditions 
of  faith,  and  then  to  have  that  faith  increased  one 
must  intelligently  and  continuously  cultivate  and 
develop  that  gift. 

When  I find  that  I am  losing  ground  along  faith 
lines,  I love  to  run  and  jump,  figuratively  speak- 
ing, head  over  heels  into  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
Hebrews. 

And,  usually,  I do  not  live  in  this  faith  chapter 
long  until  I find  myself  leaving  the  valley  of 
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doubt,  and  I find  myself  climbing  the  mountain- 
side of  confidence  in  the  Eternal  God. 

In  the  original  the  Bible  was  not  divided  in- 
to chapters  and  verses  and  sentences,  as  we  have  it 
in  our  Bibles  today. 

It  was  necessary  that  the  Bible  be  so  arranged 
in  order  that  we  might  the  better  study  and  master 
the  Book. 

Imperfection  taints  everything  that  old  humani- 
ty does,  and  while  these  divisions  come  just  where 
they  should  come  in  most  instances,  once  in  a 
great  while  the  division  comes  at  the  most  unfor- 
tunate place. 

Here  is  one  of  those  unfortunate  divisions. 

I used  to  read  the  great  faith  chapter  through  to 
the  last  verse  and  then  close  the  chapter  as  a clos- 
ed theme,  and  if  I began  the  twelfth  chapter  of 
Hebrews  I began  the  chapter  believing  that  I was 
beginning  an  entirely  new  theme,  when  as  a matter 
of  fact  all  the  exhortation  and  appeal  of  the  elev^ 
enth  chapter  reaches  its  culmination  and  its  cli- 
max in  the  first  two  verses  of  the  twelfth  chapter. 

Having  stood  before  us  these  mighty  victors 
of  the  faith  life,  this  writer  now  makes  the  appli- 
cation and  the  appeal,  ‘‘Wherefore  seeing  that  we 
also  are  surrounded  wuth  so  many  who  are  watch- 
ing us — as  they  surrounded  Moses  and  Abraham, 
and  Enoch  and  Noah  and  Elijah  and  Elisha — IcJt 
us  lay  aside  every  weight.” 

But  what  is  the  weight  that  we  are  to  lay  aside? 

He  has  been  discussing  faith  and  the  possibili- 
ties of  faith  and  the  necessity  of  faith,  and  the  ex- 
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hortation  now  is,  ‘’lay  aside  the  weight,  or  the  sin, 
which  does  so  easily  rob  you  of  your  confidence 
in  God.”  There  is  no  weight  so  great  as  the  weight 
that  robs  a man  of  his  faith  in  God. 

There  is  no  blessing  so  great  as  the  blessing 
which  increases  a man’s  faith  in  God. 

“Lay  aside  the  weights,  or  the  sins  which  do 
so  easily  blind  you  and  bind  you  and  defeat  you.” 

Some  of  these  days,  humanity  will  come  to  know 
that  the  scathing,  blasting,  damning,  deadening 
thing  that  man  has  to  deal  with  today  and  will 
have  to  deal  with  tomorrow  is  that  something  call- 
ed sin. 

People  lament  the  fact  that  they  have  doubts  — 
worlds  of  doubts. 

Down  at  the  bottom  of  every  doubt  there  is  a 
seed,  and  that  seed,  when  examined  in  the  white 
light  that  flashes  from  the  throne  of  God,  will  be 
found  to  be  sin. 

As  long  as  a man  holds  to  conscious  sin  he  will 
be  cursed  with  conscious  doubt. 

When  sin  is  admitted  through  the  door  into  the 
heart,  confidence  in  God  will  fly  out  through  the 
window  of  the  soul. 

A balloon  lightened  of  its  ballast  mounts  up- 
ward, and  a soul  cut  loose  from  the  weights  of 
sin  likewise  mounts  upward. 

These  sinning,  doubting  church  members  will 
run  to  others  of  the  faith  with  the  frantic  petitions, 
“Oh,  pray  for  me  that  I may  have  faith  in  God.” 

A thousand  times  no!  We  should  not  pray  that 
they  may  have  faith  in  God,  for  God  is  no  trick- 
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ster  that  people  should  have  difficulty  in  believ- 
ing Him  but  what  we  should  do  is  pray  that  they 
will  quit  the  sins  that  are  causing  them  to  doubt 
God. 

As  long  as  church  members  deliberately  sin 
they  will  be  cursed  with  doubts,  and  all  the  king’s 
horses  and  all  the  king’s  men  can  never  pull  them 
out  of  the  mire  of  unbelief  until  they  cut  loose 
from  the  sins  that  mire  them  in  unbelief. 

The  Spirit  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  is  not 
only  the  Author  of  faith,  but,  thank  God,  He  is  the 
Finisher  of  faith. 

And  the  nearer  we  rise  to  the  high  standard  of 
perfection  in  this  life,  the  more  perfect  will  be  our 
faith,  and  the  lower  we  sink  in  the  matter  of  our 
everyday  Christian  living,  the  higher  will  become 
the  mountain  of  darkness  and  doubt  which  over- 
shadows us. 

‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith.” 

“BELIEVING  AND  RECEIVING” 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — faith 

All  churches  are  divided  into  two  classes. 

There  are  those  wffio  have  learned  the  power  of 
the  cleansing  blood  of  Christ  and  who  day  by  day, 
through  the  Spirit  of  God,  rest  beneath  that  puri- 
fying flow. 

These  are  the  victors  of  faith. 

The  other  class  is  composed  of  those  who  have 
not  learned  the  power  of  that  cleansing  flow,  and 
have  not  learned  the  privilege  of  resting  daily 
underneath  the  blood. 

These  are  the  victims  of  unbelief. 
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Those  who  through  the  blood  of  Christ  have 
been  saved  from  their  sins  and  are  every  day 
saved  from  their  sins  are  also  every  day  believing 
God  and  every  day  receiving  from  God  and  are 
every  day  really  enjoying  God. 

Those  who  are  sinning  daily  and  are  slaves  to 
their  “besetting  sins’’  are  doubting  God,  and  are 
not  receiving  from  God  and  are  not  enjoying  God. 

What  a marked  contrast  between  these  two 
classes  of  church  members,  and  these  classes  are 
found  everywhere  in  the  churches. 

The  victors  of  faith  are  always  ready  for  testi- 
mony meetings,  and  with  happy  hearts  and  shin- 
ing faces  they  give  forth  their  words  of  faith  and 
praise. 

Their  faith  makes  heaven  real  and  the  crown 
real  and  the  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people 
cf  God  real. 

They  are  always  ready,  and  never  have  to  be 
coaxed  or  pleaded  with. 

Their  every  note  is  a note  of  victory  and  their 
testimony  is  like  a good  medicine  wisely  applied. 

And  just  here  the  church  has  lost  worlds,  and 
worlds,  and  worlds. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  needs  to  get  back 
to  the  old  time  talking,  tor  testifying,  or  praise 
meeting. 

There  is  power  there,  for  every  talking  church  is 
usually  a church  of  power  and  a church  of  prog- 
ress. 

No  wonder  so  few  are  ready  to  testify  today  for 
Christ. 
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According  to  the  belief  of  multitudes,  as  long 
as  you  remain  in  the  vale  of  tears  you  must  be  a 
slave  of  sin. 

‘T  sin  every  day,”  is  the  boast  of  multitudes  of 
church  members. 

They  should  also  say,  '*T  doubt  every  day,”  and 
naturally  they  should  further  testify,  ‘T  do  not 
receive  from  God  any  day.” 

These  are  the  members  that  take  up  their  ‘‘cross” 
and  go  to  church,  and  that  drag  into  the  services 
of  the  church,  and  sag  into  the  first  pew  they 
come  to,  and  lag  in  every  song  that  is  sung,  and 
to  get  them  to  testify  in  a church  meeting  is  like 
milking  the  little  jackrabbit  cows  in  the  mountain 
sections  of  Arkansas — to  milk  them  you  have  to 
run  them  down  with  hounds,  tie  their  legs,  and 
when  the  process  is  done  you  do  not  get  enough 
milk  to  whiten  your  cup  of  coffee. 

These  church  members  must  be  coaxed  and  beg- 
ged and  implored  and  exhorted  and  prayed  with, 
and  when  finally  you  get  them  up  they  roll  their 
eyes  like  a dying  calf  and  tell  you  about  their 
ups  and  dov/ns — mostly  downs — and  their  ins  and 
outs — mostly  outs — and  their  crosses  and  losses 
and  trials  and  difficulties  and  doubts  and  fears  and 
of  the  many  obstructions  in  the  way,  and  usually 
wind  up  that  sad  confession  of  defeat  with,  “Pray 
for  me,  brethren,  that  I may  hold  out  faithful.” 
No,  we  had  better  pray  that  the  poor  boob  will 
backslide  and  lose  that  sort  of  a Christless  experi- 
ence. 

Some  people  think  they  are  religious  when  there 
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is  nothing  ailing  them  but  the  mullygrubs,  or  a 
bad  case  of  indigestion. 

The  church  will  never  profoundly  shake  the 
world  for  Christ  until  she  gets  far  enough  into 
Christ  to  really  enjoy  Christ,  and  where  she  will 
quit  her  talking  about  what  she  has  given  up  and 
begin  to  talk  about  what  she  has  received. 

The  children  of  Israel  journeying  toward  the 
land  of  Canaan  could  all  but  reach  out  and  touch 
the  milk  and  honey  and  the  olive  orchards  and 
the  vineyards,  because  they  were  victors  of  faith. 

They  were  triumphant  over  sin. 

But  when  they  sinned  against  God  doubt  set- 
tled like  a pall  down  over  their  camp. 

Canaan  was  gone,  and  the  milk  and  honey  were 
gone,  and  the  olive  orchards  were  gone,  and  the 
vineyards  were  gone,  and  immediately  they  be- 
gan looking  back  and  began  bewailing  the  fact 
that  they  had  left  their  flesh  pots  and  their  onions 
and  their  garlic. 

God  pity  the  stumbling,  doubting  fools  of  the 
church,  who  with  Canaan  just  before  are  making 
the  night  and  day  hideous,  talking  about  the  onions 
and  the  garlic  which  they  gave  up  when  they 
started  out  to  follow  Christ! 

Faith  is  a gift  of  God,  and  comes  only  through 
the  abiding  power  and  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  faith,  and  never  in 
this  world  will  we  lay  aside  the  weight  of  sin  end, 
believing  God,  run  the  race,  and  run  it  joyously 
and  victoriously  and  fruitfully,  unless  we  come 
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to  an  intelligent  committal  of  our  lives  to  the  faith 
begetting  and  faith  increasing  Spirit  of  God. 


TALK  NUMBER  EIGHT 


^'The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness  and 
temperance^  Gal.  5:22,  23. 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — meekness,^’ 

NLIKE  every  other  person  born  into  this 
world  Jesus  Christ  chose  His  own  Mother! 
chose  not  only  His  own  mother,  but  He  chose 
the  time  and  manner  of  His  entrance  into  this 
world. 

Leaving  the  bosom  of  the  Father  and  the  asso- 
ciations of  the  angels  He  started  on  His  journey 
toward  this  earth  life. 

He  came  to  the  thrones  and  courts  of  kings  and 
queens  and  passed  them  by. 

He  came  to  magnificent  palaces  and  castles  but 
entered  not  in. 

He  came  to  the  vast  estates  of  those  of  fortunes 
great,  and,  looking  upon  these  regal  surroundings, 
He  passed  not  in. 

He  came  to  the  dwellings  and  cottages  of  those 
of  moderate  comforts  and  circumstances,  and  here 
He  refused  to  enter. 

Even  in  the  more  humble  and  desolate  huts 
where  human  beings  huddled  together.  He  did 
not  choose  to  live. 

Down,  down,  down,  past  thrones  and  courts  and 
palaces  and  castles  and  dwellings  and  cottages  and 
huts.  He  passed,  until  coming  to  a lonely  spot. 
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where  stood  a dilapidated  stable,  and  from  this 
obscure  and  unattractive  spot,  the  King  of  Glory 
chose  to  enter  this  world. 

The  Son  of  God  and  the  world’s  Redeemer  chose 
the  cradle-manger,  amongst  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
as  the  door  through  which  He  made  His  entrance 
into  this  world  of  flesh  and  blood  and  bone. 

He  who  made  worlds  and  upheld  them  by  the 
might  of  His  word  not  only  chose  to  become  iden- 
tified with  suffering  humanity,  but  He  chose  to  en- 
ter this  life  of  toil  and  poverty,  by  being  born  in 
a manger  with  the  brutes  of  the  fields  as  His  clos- 
est companions. 

He  who  had  been  with  God  and  was  God  before 
the  morning  stars  sang  together  chose  to  clothe 
Himself  with  human  flesh,  hiding  His  deity  be- 
neath the  humble  garb  of  humanity,  and  to  walk 
amongst  men  as  the  meek  and  gentle  and  lowly 
Nazarene. 

Builder  of  worlds  and  Maker  of  suns,  He  chose 
to  stoop  to  the  lowly  service  of  washing  the  feel  of 
His  disciples. 

King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  He  took  little 
children  up  in  His  arms  and  blessed  them  and 
said,  “Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  Me  and 
forbid  them  not.” 

With  horses  of  fire  and  chariots  of  fire,  ready 
at  His  command,  He  chose  to  ride  into  Jerusalem 
on  a colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass. 

Truly  it  was  written  of  Him,  “He  made  Himself 
of  no  reputation,  and  He  took  upon  Him  the  form 
of  a servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men.” 
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Rightly,  then,  does  St.  Paul  exhort  us  ‘'by  the 
meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ.” 

And  again,  how  perfectly  in  harmony  with  His 
own  matchless  meekness  and  humbleness  is  the  as- 
surance which  He  gives,  in  that  wonderful  sermon 
on  the  mount,  “Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they 
shall  inherit  the  earlli.” 

The  greatest  men  of  all  ages  have  been  the  meek- 
est of  men. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  keep  be- 
fore men  some  realization  of  the  pit  from  which 
they  were  digged  and  the  rock  from  which  they 
were  hewn. 

The  Spirit  of  God  is  the  levelcr,  and  whenever 
He  really  possesses  men  such  men  are  not  known 
for  their  self  laudations  and  their  egotism  and  ex- 
aggerations. 

The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  meekness,  and  when- 
ever the  Spirit  of  God  grips  men  chere  is  that 
humbleness  and  that  meekness  which  everywhere 
characterized  the  wonderful  life  of  Christ. 

Moses,  the  mighty  general  and  great  lawgiver 
and  wonderful  poet,  was  also  the  meekest  of  men. 

God  cannot  greatly  use  or  long  use  at  all  the 
man  who  becomes  self  centered  and  egotistical 
and  proud  and  vain. 

MEEKNESS 

“Tfe  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — meekness, 

Some  men  become  their  own  Boswell  and  their 
own  Gabriel. 

Some  one  has  said  that  unless  a man  tooteth  his 
own  horn  then  verily  it  shall  not  be  tooted. 
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The  saddest  and  the  most  disconsolate  music  in 
all  the  world  is  the  music  to  which  we  listen  when 
some  man  is  tooting  his  own  horn. 

Eli  Perkins  said,  “A  bore  is  a man  that  talks  so 
much  about  himself  that  you  have  no  chance  to 
talk  about  yourself.” 

Sometimes  this  self-condemnation  and  self-lau- 
dation is  only  a simple  and  harmless  brand  of 
vanity  that  hurts  no  one  much  but  the  feelings  of 
those  who  must  forever  listen  to  it. 

On  the  other  hand  when  men  begin  to  move  too 
much  in  their  own  calculations  and  commenda- 
tions they  are  getting  near  the  dark,  dark  valley  of 
the  has-been. 

Success  usually  demonstrates  the  material  out  of 
which  men  are  made. 

Success,  in  that  sense,  becomes  a blessing  or  a 
curse. 

Some  men  need  only  to  achieve  a modicum  of 
success  and  that  success  becomes  the  acid  that  eats 
through  body  and  mind  and  soul. 

Immediately  they  forget  to  be  simple  and  kind. 

Immediately  they  want  the  center  of  the  stage 
with  all  the  lights  turned  on. 

Immediately  they  occupy  the  whole  evening’s 
program  with  a monologue. 

Immediately  there  is  a swagger  when  they  walk, 
and  a note  of  tolerance  and  patronage  in  their  talk, 
and  in  speaking  they  speak  with  a voice  such  as 
most  people  use  when  talking  with  those  who  are 
very,  very  deaf. 

When  a great  man  comes  back  home,  what  he 
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has  done  will  gradually  leak  out  to  the  home  folks, 
and  when  the  little  man  comes  back  home,  what 
he  has  done  is  exploded  with  the  noise  of  a bomb. 

The  man  who  is  born  into  this  world  for  leader- 
ship, and  who  has  the  gifts  of  leadership,  is  the 
man  who  leads  without  himself  knowing  that  he 
leads  and  people  follow  without  friction  or  dis- 
cord or  rebellion. 

When  men  force  themselves  into  places  of 
leadership  without  the  graces  and  gifts  of  leader- 
ship, there  is  constant  friction  and  discord  and 
open  rebellion. 

Some  men  cannot  lead  without  making  all  men 
realize  that  they  are  leading. 

Men  like  to  be  led,  but  they  do  not  like  to  have 
the  fact  constantly  throwm  in  their  faces  that  they 
are  being  led. 

The  little  man,  scared  of  his  ability  to  lead  and 
scared  of  his  place  as  a leader,  is  constantly 
making  ludicrous  and  pitiable  and  ineffectual 
efforts  to  impress  upon  people  about  him  that  he 
is  in  the  lead! 

Christ  was  the  greatest  leader  of  men  the  world 
has  ever  known,  but  it  was  written  of  Christ  that 
He  was  the  meekest  and  gentlest  of  leaders. 

He  led  not  by  the  compulsion  of  word  but  by 
the  compulsion  of  love. 

Men  follo^ved  Christ,  even  unto  death,  not  be- 
cause of  what  He  commanded  them  to  be,  but  be- 
cause of  what  they  knew  He  was. 

To  lead  brave  men  we  ourselves  must  be  brave. 

To  inspire  confidence  and  sacrifice,  we  our- 
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selves  must  be  confident  and  we  ourselves  must  be 
actuated  by  unselfish  motives. 

There  is  an  old  legend  of  a saint  who  lived  such 
a godly  life  that  angels  came  down  from  heaven  to 
see  the  man  and  to  study  his  secret. 

After  studying  him  for  some  time  they  presented 
themselves  before  the  Throne  of  God  to  petition 
God  that  the  gift  of  working  miracles  might  be 
granted  him,  and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
choose  what  sort  of  miracles  he  would  work. 

He  refused  power  to  heal  the  sick,  saying  that 
power  belonged  unto  God. 

He  refused  power  to  lead  the  wandering  sinner, 
saying  that  was  work  for  the  angels  to  do. 

Since  he  must  accept  the  gift  of  working  mir- 
acles, he  chose  the  miracle  of  the  miraculous 
power  of  doing  good  without  knowing  it. 

So  it  came  to  pass  that  wherever  he  walked  and 
wherever  his  shadow  fell  life  and  peace  and  happi- 
ness followed. 

What  we  are  decides  what  we  do. 

MEEKNESS 

^'The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — meekness. 

We  must  not  mistake  the  meaning  of  meekness. 

Meekness  must  not  be  confused  with  indolence 
or  unbelief! 

Some  people  seem  to  think  that  it  is  assuming 
the  prerogatives  of  God  for  us  to  even  begin  to 
plan,  or  to  begin  to  climb. 

We  are  to  sit  aside,  according  to  the  philosophy 
of  these,  and  plan  nothing  and  attempt  nothing. 
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until  God  shall  take  us  and  shake  us  and  wake  ui 
and  place  us  where  he  wants  us. 

When  God  has  a work  to  be  done  God  goes 
hunting  a man  to  do  that  job. 

When  He  wanted  a nation  delivered  from  under 
the  cruel  yoke  of  the  Egyptian  slave  driver  He 
selected  Moses,  the  meekest  of  men,  but  a man  who 
was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt,  and  a 
man  who  had  a job  and  was  working  at  that  job 
when  God  called. 

When  God  wanted  a man  again  to  shake  His 
people  out  of  the  shackles  of  slavery  He  knocked 
at  the  door  of  Gideon,  another  man  known  for  his 
humanity  and  another  man  known  for  the  fact 
that  he  had  a job  and  was  working  at  that  job. 

When  God  wanted  a man  to  sit  on  the  throne 
of  one  of  the  greatest  nations  of  the  world’s  his- 
tory— a nation  out  of  which  greater  blessing 
was  to  come  than  any  nation  ever  founded — He 
called  David,  a man  known  for  his  humble, 
teachable  spirit,  and  a man  who  also  had  a job 
and  was  working  at  that  job. 

When  God  wants  a great  preacher  or  a great 
teacher  or  a great  leader  He  never  goes  to  the 
seat  of  the  loafer  to  get  him.  God  always  goes 
amongst  those  who  are  working  at  the  job  which 
is  theirs  then  and  there. 

It  is  not  only  a sure  sign  of  our  essential 
possibilities  and  a prophecy  of  our  essential 
immortality,  that  we  work  and  aspire  and  reach 
up  and  look  out,  but  it  is  a sure  evidence  that 
when  God  comes  seeking  a man  for  the  bigger 
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places  He  will  lay  His  hand  on  the  fellows  who 
are  dead  square  with  the  tasks  and  responsibil- 
ities that  are  there  to  perform  or  face  day  by  day. 

The  sure  way  to  be  ready  when  great  responsi- 
bility is  thrust  upon  us  is  to  be  foursquare  with 
the  responsibilities  that  are  ours  to  face  today. 

The  men  and  women  who  in  meekness  and 
gentleness  and  hopefulness  assume  the  burdens  of 
today,  and  fight  the  battles  of  today,  and  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  today,  seeing  God  in  what- 
ever honorable  and  honest  task  is  theirs  to  per- 
form, can  rest  assured  that  if  promotion  there 
is,  promotion  will  come! 

And  we  must  possess  our  souls  in  patience  and 
hope  to  the  end. 

Moses  v;as  eighty  years  getting  ready  to  be 
Moses. 

Christ  was  thirty  years  in  the  carpenter  shop 
getting  ready  to  be  Christ. 

St.  Paul  must  needs  spend  a few  years  in  the 
solitude  and  in  the  silence  before  he  could  be  St. 
Paul. 

The  oak  is  years  and  years  and  years  in  becom- 
ing the  oak. 

The  greatest  musicians  of  the  world  once  made 
the  whole  community  an  enemy,  but,  despite  the 
scoffings  and  threatenings  of  men,  continued  to 
blow  awful  sounds  and  terrible  discords,  and  that, 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  but  now  these 
same  people  have  forgotten  those  awful  experi- 
ences, and  greatest  buildings  are  packed  with  the 
admiring  throngs,  and  the  praises  of  this  man  who 
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blows  or  plays  is  sung  from  one  end  of  the  world 
to  the  other. 

Meekness  must  be  combined  with  unfailing  opti- 
mism. 

And  optimism  must  be  connected  with  that 
something  called  sticktoitiveness. 

Do  not  become  discouraged  because  you  can- 
not do  as  well  as  some  one  else:  there  must  be 
a beginning  for  all  things:  even  the  world  had 
to  have  a beginning. 

God  has  a work  for  all  and  a work  for  each,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  direct  us  to  that  work,  and  will 
make  us  to  know  the  significance  of  that  work. 

No  one  can  do  your  work,  and  you  should  real- 
ize, however  common  the  work  you  are  set  to  do, 
that  this  is  work  for  the  endless  ages,  and  that  it  is 
a work  tliat  angels  would  gladly  do. 

MEEKNESS 

‘^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — meekness^ 

There  are  two  exhortations  that  I would  like  to 
lay  before  my  readers  in  closing  this  message. 

The  first  is,  cultivate  your  talents. 

No  man  ever  becomes  a success  by  accident. 

It  is  not  by  the  turn  of  the  wheel  of  fortune  or 
the  freak  of  fate  that  men  and  women  are  lifted  to 
the  high  levels  of  success. 

\^hoever  succeeds  must  p?y  the  price  of  suc- 
cess. 

And  when  we  speak  of  success  here,  we  are  not 
speaking  of  success  as  the  world  speaks  of  success, 
but  we  are  talking  of  that  success  which  is  judged 
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success  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  the  eyes  of  the  an- 
gels. 

Jesus  tells  us  of  the  man  with  five  talents  who 
put  his  money  out  to  use  and  gained  five  talents 
more,  and  of  the  man  who  had  two  talents  and  in 
using  them  gained  two  other  talents,  and  then  of 
the  fellow  who  had  but  the  one  talent,  and  who  hid 
it  and  who  was  cast  into  outer  darkness,  and 
branded  as  a slothful  and  wicked  servant. 

Every  man  and  woman  and  boy  and  girl  is 
possessed  of  certain  talents  for  which  he  must  ac- 
count when  standing  at  the  judgment  bar  of  God. 

More  than  that,  the  Word  of  God  certainly 
teaches  us  that  the  fellow  who  has  but  the  one  tal- 
ent, if  he  is  faithful  in  using  that  talent,  the  time 
may  come  when  his  fields  of  usefulness  are  so  wid- 
ened, and  his  powers  for  good  are  so  increased, 
that  he  at  last  shall  stand  amongst  those  who  had 
the  ten  talents. 

How  often  this  has  been  true! 

Mr.  Moody  seemed  to  stand  without  a talent 
in  the  world,  when  first  converted  to  God,  but  he 
plodded  on,  and  prayed  on,  and  studied  on,  and 
worked  on,  until  finally  he  all  but  laid  two  con- 
tinents at  the  feet  of  Christ. 

In  meekness  and  humility,  realizing  your  own 
imperfections  and  utter  unworthiness,  work  and 
work  and  work  and  work  and  study  and  study 
and  study  and  pray  and  pray  and  pray  and  pray! 

Keep  your  eyes  on  God’s  mountain  tops  and 
God’s  stars  and  God’s  heavens! 
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Thank  God  for  a place  to  work,  however  ob- 
scure that  corner,  and  bravely  and  enthusiastical- 
ly and  optimistically  set  yourself  to  do  well  the 
work  that  is  given  into  your  hands. 

Don’t  be  afraid  that  the  world  will  not  realize 
your  worth,  and  that  you  will  serve  in  vain. 
Men  and  women  are  watching  and  praying  and 
looking  for  successful  men  and  women,  and  God 
is  ready,  and  will  lift  you  as  rapidly  as  you  are 
ready  to  be  lifted. 

That  is  my  first  exhortation,  and  the  second 
is  like,  namely  this: 

Don’t  get  discouraged! 

Discouragement  is  a black  vulture  that  will  peck 
out  the  eyes  of  your  faith,  and  strip  every  ounce 
of  flesh  from  the  body  of  your  dead  hopes. 

The  vision  comes  to  us  and  we  swear  eternal 
obedience  to  that  vision. 

The  days  of  the  mountain  top  experiences  pass, 
and  we  are  back  to  the  hard  pull,  and  dead  lift, 
of  the  commonplace,  and  the  discouraging. 

In  the  moment  of  our  dedication  and  trans- 
formation when  God  was  revealing  His  wonderful 
purposes  in  our  lives,  we  were  so  intoxicated  and 
so  overjoyed  that  we  did  not  stop  to  realize  that 
after  the  baptism  comes  the  wilderness  with  its 
forty  days  and  nights,  and  that  from  Mount  Car- 
mel, with  its  open  heavens  and  descending  fire  and 
shouting  multitudes,  there  comes  the  wilderness 
and  the  juniper  tree! 

We  cannot  live  on  the  mountain  top  every  day; 
there  is  need  for  hardening  and  there  is  the  neces- 
sity of  testing. 
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In  these  days  of  testing  often  we  listen  for  the 
voice  from  heaven  and  listen  in  vain,  and  we  look 
for  the  burning  bush,  and  we  look  in  vain,  we 
expect  the  vision  of  the  Damascus  road,  and  the 
vision  does  not  come. 

God  has  not  forgotten,  and  the  plan  for  your 
life  has  not  been  changed,  but  this  delay,  this 
silence  means  that  the  time  is  not  yet. 

In  His  own  good  time  and  in  His  own  wonder- 
ful way,  God  will  speak  when  the  time  for  speak- 
ing has  arrived,  and  when  ready  for  the  work  the 
work  will  be  placed  in  your  hands. 

By  the  meekness  and  gentleness  and  hopeful- 
ness of  Christ,  I beseech  you. 

Don’t  get  discouraged! 


TALK  NUMBER  NINE 

The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness 
and  temperance,^^  Gal.  5:22,  23. 

^^The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — temperance.’^ 

HE  American  people  are  peculiarly  and 
pronouncedly  an  intemperate  people. 

The  '?ery  atmosphere  of  this  western  world 
seems  to  be  conducive  to  the  extremes  of  life. 

We  live  at  a high  tension  and  we  run  at  a ter- 
rible speed,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  our 
modern  life  is  so  organized  and  so  energized 
that  moderation  is  well  nigh  impossible  or  un- 
known. 

We  run  to  office,  shop,  store,  factory  or  farm! 

We  run  to  lodges  and  clubs  and  social  functions 
and  sometimes  to  church. 

We  run  to  our  fields  of  sports  and  to  our  places 
of  recreation  and  to  the  woods,  rivers,  and  lakes. 

We  rush  through  with  our  eating  and  rush 
through  with  our  drinking  and  rush  through  with 
our  sleeping. 

We  are  usually  intemperate  in  our  eating  and 
pay  the  price  with  indigestion,  dyspepsia,  and 
gout. 

We  are  intemperate  in  our  amusements  and  pay 
the  price  with  broken  legs,  and  broken  ribs,  and 
broken  heads. 

We  are  intemperate  in  our  work,  and  become 


THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT 


109 


aged  before  the  days  of  our  middle  life  are  gone, 
and  die  before  life’s  journey  is  half  pursued. 

We  over-play  and  recreation  is  turned  into 
dissipation,  and,  like  Esau  returning  from  the 
field  of  sport,  we  are  ready  to  trade  the  heavenly 
mansions  for  a mess  of  bacon  and  beans. 

We  over-work  and  finally  come  to  have  a dis- 
position that  is  just  as  lovely  as  a bear,  and 
people  can  get  just  as  close  to  us  as  they  can  to 
a porcupine. 

Sometimes,  not  often  to  be  sure,  but  sometimes 
we  even  become  intemperate  in  our  religion. 

The  high  tension  at  which  men  and  women  live 
in  these  modern  days  seems  to  epecially  fit  them 
for  the  extremes  in  religions,  and  you  will  find 
people  today  who  judge  all  things  spiritual  by 
the  height  of  the  jump  or  the  length  of  the  shout, 
or  the  extent  of  the  jerk. 

Intemperance  everywhere  abounds  and  the  sad 
wrecks  of  intemperance  are  everywhere  to  be 
found. 

Dr.  Talmage  said,  “He  who  does  not  know  how 
to  play  does  not  know  how  to  work,”  and  this  is 
true,  but  how  easy  it  is  to  turn  legitimate  and  nec- 
essary amusement  or  recreation  into  hurtful  and 
harmful  demoralizing  indulgence  and  extreme. 

Some  young  louts  will  take  what  they  choose 
to  call  physical  culture  and  they  are  using  every 
opportunity  to  strip  themselves  of  necessary 
clothes  that  admiring  men  and  women  may 
look  upon  the  great  hunks  of  muscle  that  hang 
upon  them  like  the  lump  on  the  steer  that  is  dy- 
ing of  lump-jaw,  and  yet  these  louts  of  the  gym- 
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nasium  if  placed  on  a wood  pile,  or  led  to  any 
manual  toil  where  a man’s  man  was  needed,  would 
literally  starve  to  death,  or  else  die  of  a broken 
heart. 

Even  in  physical  training  some  young  Ameri- 
cans are  over-done! 

The  abnormal  and  the  extreme  and  the  ludi- 
crous are  found  running  through  life  hand  in 
hand,  and  the  sanitoriums  increase  and  the  asy- 
lums enlarge  and  the  cemeteries  thrive. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  slo\v  hu- 
manity down,  or  to  speed  humanity  up,  and  to 
even  up,  and  smooth  over,  and  round  out,  and 
organize  and  systematize  and  energize,  until  men 
and  women  can  let  their  moderation  be  known  to 
all  men,  and  really  attract  and  impress  all  men. 

The  temperate  man — the  man  who  is  temperate 
in  eating,  sleeping,  working,  playing,  and  who  is 
temperate  even  in  his  speech,  is  the  unusual  man, 
and  the  man  who  is  specially  needed  in  this  day 
of  drain  and  strain. 

TEMPERANCE 

^‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — temperance,^’ 

If  it  is  true  that  you  can  tell  who  people  are 
and  what  they  are  by  the  company  they  keep,  it 
is  also  true  that  you  can  tell  the  caliber  of  men 
and  women  by  the  clothes  they  wear. 

Most  great  people  have  been  known  not  only 
for  the  abominable  hand  they  write,  but  they  have 
been  known  also  for  the  indifferent  clothes  which 
they  wear. 

The  man  who  writes  a beautiful  hand  must  give 
so  much  time  to  the  matter  of  expert  penmanship 
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that  he  hasn’t  time  to  develop  the  more  essential 
qualities  that  go'  with  the  larger  accomplish- 
ments, and  the  man  or  woman  who  is  known  as 
an  extra  nice  dresser  is  eleven  tenths  of  the  time 
also  known  as  an  extra  pitiable  failure. 

The  pea-fowl  is  the  most  extravagantly  beauti- 
ful bird  in  the  world  and  is  also  the  most  com- 
pletely useless  bird  in  all  the  world. 

Intemperance  in  dress  is  the  curse  of  the  world. 

Multitudes  of  men  and  women  will  sell  their 
honor  and  immortality  for  a coat  of  many  colors, 
provided  said  coat  will  attract  the  attention  and 
the  commendation,  or  the  exclamation,  of  the 
world. 

Practically  without  an  exception,  the  so-called 
dressers  of  the  world  are  the  parasites  of  the 
world. 

They  are  the  blood-suckers  and  the  back- 
breakers  of  the  toiling  masses  of  the  world. 

An  over-dressed  head  usually  advertises  to  the 
world  an  under-dressed  mind. 

A stunningly  attired  body  usually  advertises 
an  astoundingly  naked  soul.  Many  a man  is  on 
the  treadmill  of  awful  compulsion,  treading, 
treading,  treading,  in  order  to  provide  the  money 
necessary  for  his  family  to  keep  up  with  the 
procession. 

Many  a father  wrecks  his  mind  and  wrecks  his 
body  and  bankrupts  his  soul  in  the  terrible 
struggle  to  provide  sufficient  means  for  his 
children  to  ape  the  godless,  and  in  providing 
money  for  this  intemperance  in  dress  to  which 
his  family  runs,  he  is  but  buying  a through 
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ticket  to  hell  for  his  family,  and  checking  his 
baggage  to  accompany  the  gang. 

Church  women  today  dress  as  the  women  of 
the  stage  dress,  and  much  of  the  stage  dress  is 
pulled  from  the  pest  holes  of  the  underworld  of 
Paris,  France. 

Paris  fashions  originate  in  hell,  and  those  who 
follow  them  end  up  where  the  fashions  originate. 

Our  girls  today,  who  should  be  with  their  dolls 
and  their  pictures  out  under  the  trees  by  the 
babbling  brook,  where  God’s  sun  shines  and 
God’s  birds  sing,  are  often  powdered  up,  and 
painted  up,  and  dressed  down  and  made  to  ape 
a godless,  double-chinned,  empty-headed,  and 
empty-hearted  society. 

Society,  so-called,  is  a side  door  to  mental, 
moral,  and  spiritual  oblivion. 

The  most  popular  picture  of  recent  years  has 
been  that  of  a nude  woman,  and  sold  everywhere 
by  Christian  merchants,  many  of  whom  sold  this 
picture  of  a stripped  woman,  and  then  closed 
shop  on  Saturday  night  to  appear  Sunday  morn- 
ing in  God’s  house  to  teach  the  children  that 
only  the  ‘‘Pure  in  heart  could  see  God.” 

Intemperance  in  dress,  and  especially  on  the 
part  of  women,  is  threatening  the  morals  of  the 
world. 

Women  become  more  and  more  brazen,  more 
and  more  indecent  in  their  public  attire,  until 
today  women  appear  in  the  best  of  society  wear- 
ing just  as  little  clothes  as  they  can  wear  and  keep 
out  of  the  calaboose. 

If  civilization  by  some  awful  catastrophe 
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should  have  all  the  clothes  of  the  world  destroyed 
and  humanity  were  compelled  to  go  back  to  fig 
leaves,  such  as  Eve  used  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
some  women  w'ould  immediately  begin  praying 
for  another  catastrophe  that  would  burn  up  all 
the  leaves. 

When  the  Spirit  of  God  gets  hold  of  men  and 
women  they  are  temperate  in  their  dress. 

TEMPERANCE 

‘T/z€  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — temper  once.''’ 

A prominent  pastor,  writing  in  ’*The  Continent,” 
makes  an  appeal  for  a cleaner  mo\'ing  picture. 

He  says  he  has  defended  the  moving  picture 
through  the  years,  and  has  taught  his  people  that 
it  is  a harmless  and  an  instructive  form  of  amuse- 
ment. and  that  he  has  urged  parents  to  take  their 
children  to  the  moving  picture  show’. 

Now’  he  laments  that  the  situation  is  becoming 
intolerable,  and  that  he  is  finding  himself  greatly 
embarrassed  through  the  fact  that  he  himself  is 
finding  too  much  about  the  mo\’ing  picture  houses 
to  deplore  and  criticise. 

He  tells  how’  he  organized  his  Sunday  School 
class  to  take  it  to  see  “Mrs.  Wiggs  of  the  Cab- 
bage Patch,”  and  how  he  was  humiliated  and  out- 
raged to  find  that  the  moving  picture  producer 
had  taken  that  sweet  and  beautiful  story,  and  had 
added  to  the  story  an  illegitimate  child  and  a 
forced  wedding,  and  how'  the  boys  and  girls  that 
he  had  taken  there  came  away  talking  things  that 
no  child  should  talk. 

This  pastor  was  a long  time  waking  up! 
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The  whole  moving  picture  business  has  rolled 
lower  and  lower,  and  the  entire  business,  top  to 
bottom,  and  through  and  through,  has  been  turn- 
ed over  to  money-making,  and  to  lewdness. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  greatly  loved 
writers  of  America  went  into  the  moving  picture 
business  to  place  his  stories  on  the  screen  and 
immediately  his  millions  of  friends  were  shocked 
and  grieved  to  learn  that  he  was  in  the  divorce 
courts. 

The  three  highest  paid  and  most  widely  wor- 
shiped stars  of  the  movie  world  have  recently 
been  in  the  divorce  courts,  and  with  scandal  and 
immorality  and  intemperance  poured  through 
the  whole. 

It  is  asserted  by  men  who  know,  that  in  many 
a movie  center,  most  girls  hold  their  positions 
on  the  movie  staff  through  a surrender  of  their 
virtue,  and  in  California,  the  center  of  the  mov- 
ing picture  business  world,  one  needs  only  to  get 
a close  up  view  to  smell  the  rottenness  and  nasti- 
ness that  everywhere  abounds. 

The  movie  a teacher  of  morals? 

There  is  no  institution  in  all  the  world  that 
is  more  thoroughly  corrupt,  and  that  more  greedi- 
ly takes  God’s  day,  and  that  more  eflSciently 
lowers  the  ideals  and  debauches  the  lives  of  our 
young. 

We  might  just  as  well  take  our  boys  and  girls 
to  a gambler  to  learn  honesty,  or  to  a blind-tiger 
to  learn  temperance,  or  to  an  undress  ball  to 
learn  modesty,  as  to  take  them  to  the  average 
moving  picture  joint  to  learn  morals. 
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The  whole  moving  picture  business,  from  pro- 
ducer to  consumer,  from  star  to  mechanic,  from 
screen  to  auditorium,  must  be  renovated  and  re- 
volutionized and  fumigated  before  I will  cross 
its  threshold,  or  in  anywise  set  the  seal  of  my 
approval  to  the  game. 

Side  by  side  with  the  play  house  stands  the 
dance  hall. 

Here  the  same  extremes  are  to  be  found,  and 
the  same  excesses  are  indulged  in. 

Some  men  and  women  claim  they  can  dance  the 
modern  dance  without  sexual  excitement,  and 
therefore  without  one  improper  emotion  or  de- 
sire and  therefore  without  sin. 

On  this  point  there  need  be  no  controversy, 
and  no  debate. 

The  angel  and  the  brute  dwell  pretty  close  to- 
gether in  every  human  breast  and  there  are  lines 
across  which  if  men  and  women  go  they  go  at 
their  peril,  and  the  girl  most  in  danger  of  the  iso- 
lation and  degradation  of  the  house  of  the  moral 
leper  is  the  girl  who  blindly  rushes  in  where 
angels  would  fear  to  tread,  insisting  there  is  no 
danger  where  any  fool  knows  there  is  danger. 

The  whole  world  has  been  swept  with  a mania 
for  dancing,  and  the  whole  world  has  been  swept 
with  a plague  of  immorality  and  the  awful  dis* 
eases  attendant  thereto. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  make  us  temperate  in  our 
amusements. 

TEMPERANCE 

fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — temperance. 

We  have  heard  a great  deal  through  recent 
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years  about  the  ‘‘expulsive  power  of  a new  af- 
fection.” 

According  to  the  teachings  of  some,  and 
teaching  that  is  right,  the  only  way  to  get  our 
boys  and  girls  away  from  the  excesses  and  the 
extremes  of  dress  and  amusement  is  to  get  them 
interested  in  and  occupied  with  the  bigger  and 
the  better  things. 

Men  and  women  who  have  the  glorious  sun- 
shine, do  not  long  for  electric  lights  and  gas  jets. 

Men  and  women  who  have  wool  and  silk  and 
satin  do  not  care  for  imitation  wool  and  imita- 
tion silk  and  imitation  satin! 

The  happiest  people  in  the  world  are  not  to 
be  found  amongst  the  world’s  beautiful  dressers, 
and  the  world’s  most  graceful  dancers,  and  the 
world’s  movie  fans. 

One  has  only  to  study  the  faces  of  these  to  see 
plainly  written  there,  restlessness,  discontent,  dis- 
satisfaction and  sometimes  all  but  despair. 

Happiness  does  not  come  through  indulgence. 

If  the  people  who  indulge  were  the  happy 
people,  the  poor  devil  of  the  underworld,  he  who 
has  given  free  rein  to  every  lust  and  every  appeal 
of  the  flesh,  would  be  the  happiest  somebody  in 
the  world. 

Yet  we  know  that  this  poor  unfortunate  is 
nearer  hell  and  now  is  more  nearly  suffering  the 
pangs  and  the  pains  of  the  fires  that  shall  never 
be  quenched  than  any  other  mortal  that  walks  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Some  of  these  days  we  will  come  to  learn,  pos- 
sibly, that  happiness  does  not  come  through  in- 
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dulgence  but  rather  happiness  does  come  through 
sacrifice. 

He  who  becomes  the  most  unselfish  person  in 
the  world  becomes  most  like  Christ,  and  climbs 
close  to  Heaven  and  is  the  happiest  man  in  the 
world. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  make  men 
and  women  temperate. 

It  is  His  work  to  take  us  away  from  intemper- 
ate dress  and  intemperate  amusements  and  in- 
temperate work  and  intemperate  play,  and  to 
make  us  men  and  women  who  shall  be  temperate 
in  all  things,  and  whose  moderation  becomes 
known  to  all  men,  and  whose  example  others  will 
seek  to  emulate. 

In  New  York  City,  a great  tract  of  land  was 
bought  and  arrangements  were  made  to  create 
here  one  of  the  beautiful  parks  of  the  city. 

In  the  very  middle  of  this  piece  of  land  it  was 
found  that  there  was  a great  outcropping  of 
hideously  ugly  rock. 

The  rock  must  be  removed,  the  builders  be- 
lieved, or  the  beauty  of  the  park  v/ould  be  forever 
marred. 

Funds  were  not  available  to  begin  the  work  of 
their  removal,  much  less  to  complete  the  work, 
and  when  the  civil  engineers  were  about  to  give 
up  in  despair,  one  of  the  wives  who  chanced  to 
overhear  the  discussion  suggested,  “If  impos- 
sible to  remove  the  rocks,  why  not  plant  vines 
around  them  and  let  these  vines  climb  up  over 
those  rugged,  jagged  places  and  thus  hide  their 
ugliness?” 
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The  suggestion  of  the  woman  was  followed 
out  and  the  vines  grew  and  the  time  came  when 
this  spot,  which  at  one  time  had  been  so  unattrac- 
tive, finally  became  the  most  beautiful  and  attrac. 
tive  place  in  the  park. 

There  is  but  one  way  to  cover  sin  and  that  is 
with  the  blood  of  Christ,  but  at  the  best  we  all 
have  rough  places  to  our  makeup,  and  it  is  ours 
to  let  the  Holy  Spirit  plant  the  seed  of  love,  joy, 
peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness,  and  temperance  in  our  hearts  and 
minds  and  souls,  and  these  seeds  as  they  sprout 
and  grow  and  bear  their  fruit  make  us  acceptable 
in  the  eyes  of  God  and  attractive  to  the  eyes  of 
men. 

‘The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — temperance.” 
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